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For the Bee. 


Lam glad to find, my dear that you are so 
keenly engaged in the study of history and the belles 
lettres; and I have no doubt, but if you persevere, 
you.will soon make such proficiency as to furhifh 
yourself a Very interesting amusement. But in this, 
as in every othet pursuit, you must lay your acs 
counf with meeting with disappointments. Here 
you will soon perceive, that all is not gold that glit- 
ters ; and when you think you have acquired full 
information on one head, it will not be long before 
you will he obliged to unlearn what, you have -bech 
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taught, and to begin anew the laborious tafk of in- 
vestigation after you thought it had been completed. 
To afsist you as much as is in my power, I fhall en- 
deavour to give you some general notions of what 
you are to expect in the writings of some of our 
most celebgated authors. To know the general cha- 
racter of these writers, will put you on your guard 
in reading their works, and will the better enable 
you to avoid their errors, and to benefit by their 
knowledge. 

Hume is, with justice, accounted a writer of the 
first rank in this nation. He pofsefsed great energy 
of mind, a strong nervons mode of exprefsion, and a 
concise and perspicuous stile. Few authors have writ- 
ten with greater perspicuity, and none knew better 
than he did how to place a favourite object in a con- 
spicuous point of view, or to sink what did not serve 
his purpose in the fhade, or to keep it entirely out 
of sight. Yet with all these talents he had great 
defects. Nature bestowed upon him strong mental 
powers ; but he relied too much on their afsistance. 
He was indolent in research ; and wifhed to enjoy li- 
terary fame at as small an expence of this kind 
of literary drudgery as pofsible. Fond of meta- 
physical investigations, which gave full scope to 
his speculative ardour without much extraneous 
research, he attached himself to that mode of reaso- 
ning from his earliest infancy’; and never could de- 
part from it. Hence it has happened that his rea- 
soning, though specious and plausible, is often so- 
phistical and erroneous. His notions of politica] 
economy, not being founded on facts, but on the 
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imaginations of his own mind, are, in general, crude, 
and imperfect ; and his speculations on these sub- 
jects fallacious. Being a stranger to mathematical 
knowledge, and in nowise versant in general 
physics, he was unable to appreciate the merit of a 
Bacon or a Néwton. Their works made nearly the 
same imprefsion on his..mind, 2$ a description of co- 
lours may probably produce on the imagination of 
a blind man. A Shakespeare and a Milton were, 
in like manner, greatly beyond the sphere of his 
mental ken. Destitute of those perceptions, which 
convey to the mind those exquisite sensations de~ 
nominated by the woid taste, he read their writings 
with a frigid indifference, and wondered what any 
person could see in them, to excite those extrava- 
gant emotions which he viewed as little fhort of 
insanity. To the pleasures and pains of love, he 
too was a stranger *. Can we then wonder that the 
judgement he formed of men and things was often 
erroneous? Yet his chief aim, in every part of his 
history, is to represent the actions of men as proceed- 
ing from motives which were familiar to him. It is 
therefore uniformly tinged with a colouring, that is 
far from pofsefsing that infinite diversity which na- 
ture invariably produces ; and which Shakespeare 
would have imitated, In accompanying him, you 


* Never was a more vgnatural conrection formed between two men, 
than that which was attempted between Hume and Roufseav. It wes 
like an attempt to unite fire and ice. The result is well known. It was 
exactly what any man of sense who knew them both could have pre- 
dicted. Hume and Roufseau no more understood each other, than if the 
one had known no other language but Hebrew, and the other Eng!ifh, 





308 on some celebrated authors. Feb. 27. 
are introduced into a fairy land, which is extremely 
beautiful while you fkim the surface only; but no 
sooner do you attempt to enter more deeply on 
the subject, than you find you have been deceived at 
every step; and that nothing can be more fallacious 
than the picture he has given of the transactions 
that have come under his review. 

RosBertTson pofsefses talents of a different kind, 
_ that are not lefs conspicuous, and defects that as ne- 


cefsarily result from these, as those which belonged 
to his illustrious cotemporary. His mind, lefs vi- 
gorous, though more cultivated, dared not to range 
so much at large in the regions of Parnafsus. He 
hazards not such daring thoughts ; nor clothes 
them in such ardent exprefsions. His language is 
easy, flowing, and correct; his periods musical, 


and elegantly rounded ; but his thoughts are not so 
natural nor so easy ; nor dares he venture to be so 
concise and clear. No adept in the principles of po- 
litical legislation, and conscious of this defect, he 
tries to conceal it bya combination of beautiful 
words, which, though conveying no precise ideas, 
seem to discover great depth of reasoning to those 
who are no better informed than himself. Unable too 
to trace the actions of men from those principles 
that affected their various minds, he has contrived 
to write in a manner that did not render this defect 
perceptible. His history is a string of aphorisms, of 
which the events he relates are adduced as illustra- 
tions ; the mind is therefore prejudiced before it be- 
comes acquainted with the facts on which that judge- 
ment is founded. And fhould it happen, that the 
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facts, as they really occurred, do not prove exact il- 
lustrations of the aphorsim, can we be surprised that 
they fhould be sometimes so moulded as to make them 
seem perfectly fitted for the purpose ? From this mode 
of writing history, you will easily perceive that 
accurate information is not to be obtained. 

But notwithstanding these great defects, it is not 
without reason that Dr Robertson has obtained a very 
high degree of applause: for few writers, perhaps, in 
any tongue, have excelled him in the purity of his 
language, in the luxuriant flow of his sentences, and 
the elegant turning of his periods ; and in regard to 
the perspicuity of his arrangement, and the dis- 
tinctnefs of his marrative, where he confines himself 
to narrative alone, I conceive that he leaves all other 
writers far behind him. This peculiarity gives) to 


his writings a charm, that an indolent reader searches 


for in vain in other performances. And thougha 
man of deep knowledge is disgusted at his political 
remarks, and the mere Tyro in philosophy smiles at 
his physical observations, yet his writings will be 
Tead with pleasure, even by the learned, where they 
can get over these stumbling blocks; and by the 
carelefs votaries of pleasure and amusement, they 
will be long prized as pofsefsing inestimable beau- 
ties. If you read them with proper discrimination, 
you will be both pleased and informed: but never 
forget that though you may thus obtain a tolerable 
idea of some of the resting places on the road through 
which you have travelled, yet you must not de- 
pend upon your knowledge of the country from 
these sources. 
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As to Dr Jounson, concerning whom you are so 
anxious to have my opinion, I fear you will not 
find my notions quadrate with your ownon that sub- 
ject. Nature formed for him a gigantic mind. E- 
ducation and habit reduced it to the stature of a 
dwarf. Relying upon that kind of intuitive store, 
which nature had conferred so liberally upon him, 
he, like a spendthrift heir, was continually drawing 
upon this as a bank: his draughts were of course 
often difhonoured ; and on these occasions, noise, bom- 
bast, and impertinence, were substituted for wit and 
argument. He was a miserable being, perpetually 
despising others, because he saw that they had not 
perceptions adequate to his own; and perpetually ac- 
ting absurdities, that placed him below the meanest 
of his companions. He struggled through life, till 
near the last period of it, in poverty and continued 
warfare, despising and despised, unlefs bya few 
who ministered to his vanity, that they might derive 
some consequence from it in the eyes of the multi- 
tude, and some profit after his death. And they 
have satiated themselves upon his remains abun~ 


dantly. 


His writings are, what might have been expected 


from such aman. Towards the latter part of his 
days, when he thought he could indulge his humour, 
there are many strong and luminous flafhes, buried 
among a chaos of rubbifh and confusion. Yet even 
that chaotic mafs has something of the terrible and 
sublime ; the flafhes that there occur are like the 
glare ef lightning, that serve to make the imprefsion 
of the gloom more awful; but nothing is just, natu 
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ral, or true*, for any continuance, that ever drop. 
ped from his pen. 

Of all the productions in the Englifh language, his 
dictionary is the most surprising ; and at some fu- 
ture period, it may serve to illustrate the’economy of 
the times, better than any other performance. Per- 
haps there are not in the whole compafs of two large 
folio volumes, one hundred words accurately and 
truly explained ; yet the work has gone through, I 
believe, fifty editions ; and has been cried up, for 
more than thirty years, as the sublimest ‘production 
of genius that was ever offered to the public. The 
secret of the whole matter is explained, by being 
simply told, that between twenty and thirty of the 
most capital booksellers in Britain were original pro. 
ptietors in the work; who took care that the pub- 
lic mind fhould be abundantly imprefsed in its favour. 
There is a secret in every businefs; and ifever you 
fhould become an author, let this be a lefson for you. 

‘This was a work he undertook with reluctance ; for 
nothing could be more contrary tothe natural bent 
of his genius or dispositions than that was; unlefs, 
perhaps, the_.commenting upon Shakespeare, which 
he was compelled from the impulse of poverty to un- 
dertake ; and which, after long delays, was at last 
produced: a work that even the powerful influence 


* The writer has here exprefsed himse!f with a carlefenefs, which, 
though natural, and perhaps allowable in private epistolary w.iting, ought 
not to be allowed here to pafs unobserved. It is ev'dent he does not 
mean to accuse Johnson of writing falsehoods 5 but that, speaking mere- 
ly in the language of the painter, hz refers entirely to justnefs of deli- 


Neation and picturesque truth. Edit. 
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of the booksellers could scarcely save @ very few 
years from perdition. 

As an entertaning writer, Johnson has very un- 
common merit. Though ignorant of the principles 
of moral science ; though unacquainted with men, 
and a stranger to the manners of the world; though 
indolent to excefs, and so dreadfully averse to reading, 
that he never could get through. the Bible, a book 
he profefsed to adore, and which he had, in vain, for 
thirty years, made daily vows to God that he would 
finifh ; though daily dunned for money, and at alofs 
where to find it; yet amidst all these harafsments, 
he composed a daily paper, for a considerable time, 
with great applause. To please the multitude, and 
to save himself the trouble of study, he adopted a 
singular and happy device. He contrived to intro- 
duce a number of high sounding words, and 
with wonderful addrefs, arranged them into triads ; 
and constructed his sentences so as to be capable of 
being pronounced ore rotundo, and to run on with 
wonderful facility ; so that he who ran might read, 
and he who read believed that the meaning was ex- 
cellent, when in truth there was perhaps no meaning 
at all, or that which was not worth the searching for. 
Let him who thinks no genius is required for this 
purpose, try to do the like; and he will then be satis- 
fied that Dr Johnson was a man of genius. 

The only prose work that ever Johnson wrote, con 
amore, was the Lives of the Poets. There we disco-' 
ver the spoiled child. Flafhes of genius buried under 
an overwhelming load of vanity, petulance, pee- 
vifhnefs and ill nature, What a despicable creature is 
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man, when he is left to the freedom of his own 
will! 

Of all the literary men in my time, Benjamin 
FRaNKLIN occupied the first rank in respect to ele- 
gance, conjoined with: philosophical accuracy, and 
depth of observation. Every subject he treated, af- 
sumed, under his hand, a new and more inviting 
appearance than any other person could ever give it. 
His magical touch converted the science of electri- 
city into one of the most interesting amusements 
that was ever laid open to the minds of men. Poli- 
tics, religion, science, in all its branches, which used 
to be dry and unamiable studies, he taught by apo- 
logues, fables, and tales, calculated not lefs to inform, 
than to amuse; and these are always constructed 
with an elegance of taste that is highly delightful. 
The miscellaneous philosophical works of Franklin, 
I consider as one of the most valuable presents that 
can be put into the hands of youth. Read them 
my dear, with care. If you can lay thein aside 
with indifference, you have not those dispositions of 
mind I have flattered myself you pofsefs. In per- 
using them, you will find more amusement than 
in reading a romance, and be more improved than 
even in listening to some sermons. I know ne book 
from which you can derive so much improvement 
and amusement. 

Adieu my dear boy ! When I have leisure I fhall 


answer your other requests ie 


* The Editor values very highly those writings which tend to enlarge 
the human miad, and to free it from that servile respect to mames, which 
but too much prevails. He therefore considers himself as much obliged to 
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ACCOUNT OF THE PRESENT STATE OF THE Court oF 
THE NIZAM IN INDIA, COMMUNICATED BY A CORs 
RESPONDENT. 


~ 












For the Bee. 


Tue court of the Nizam, although the most power- 
erful mufsulman prince in India, except Tippoo, is 
by no means so splendid as the ideas we have been 
accustomed to form of the famous country of Golcon- 
da would lead us to expect. There is a mixture of 
grandeur and meannefs, which must disgust every 
Gne accustomed to European élegance. Ata grand 
durbar, as the mochuroun, the great mufsulman fes- 
tival, when we paid him a visit, he was seated on his 
rmhusnud, in the midst of his omrahs, covered with 
jewels, to the value of many lacks of rupees, whilst 
his palace was illuminated with tallow candles, fixed in 
stabble lanthorns, which were snuffed by a dirty one- 
eyed boy, with hardly a rag to cover his nakednefs ; 
so little attention is paid to uniformity. We gene- 
rally pay him a visit once or twice a month; and he 
has ‘been once here to visit captain Kennaway, our 
resident; an honour which he never deigns to pay 
















the Person who has favoured him with the foregoing communication, whichs 
though written with afreedom that some may disapprove; and though 
seme things are afserted, that many-will think of a doubtful nature ; yet 
as the remarks bear, upon the whole, great marks of candour, and are 
perfectly free from malevolence, they can only tend to make the reader 
think for himself, and then decide in the manner lis judgement fhall ap- 
prove. He will be much obliged to his correspondent for the sequel of 
these remarks if convenient. Few things are of more general utility, 
han judicious hints for directing the bent of youthful studies. Edits 
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any of his own subjects. We go to the durbar, each 
seated on his elephant, and attended by a large train 
of servants on camels, tfc. and our escort of two com- 
panies of sepoys, their drums beating the grenadier 
march ; and dismounting at the outer court, walk by 
narrow pafsages, (the infallible marks of despotism, ) 
to the Mah-tab Mohal, or palace of the moon ; where, 
leaving our Persian slippers at the edge of the carpet, 
we make our salaams to the prince, and squat down 
upon our hams, at his right hand, next hits minister, 
where he converses with us in Persian till we have 
leave to retire. This custom of throwing off our 
slippers being general in all the courts of Hindostan, 
brings to my remembrancé an impromptu of my 
friend Law’s and Mr Fowke, whom you must have 
heard of. He was rather a sloven, and Law seeing 
him enter the visir’s durbar at Lucknow, with his 
toes peeping out of his stockings, immediately rea 
peated, 


«¢ From trifles, best a character we know, * 
“* Ex pede Herculem,—Fowke from his toe.” 


The Nizam is an elderly man, without much dig 
nity in his appearance. He is triflingly curious 
about European arts, without withing to understand 
their principles, or to make them useful to his 
country. He has electrifying machines, telescopes, 
microscopes, t§c. with which he amazes his fat 
headed omrahs, and the ladies of his zenanah. He 
told us t’other day, that he knew very well, what the 
pomatum, with which we drefsed our hair, was com- 
posed of; but would not mention it, as a mufsulman 
seldom speaks of a hog, but by the name of Fan-war, 
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the animal. We could not you, may suppose, stand 
up for the cleanlinefs of the custom. He spoke also 
of the bulse of diamonds he had sent to his majesty, 
which the persecuters of Mr Hastings had attribu- 
ted to am intrigue of his, and inquired about their 
reception in England. He has written a congratula- 
tion to his majesty on his recovery; but so ignorant 
were all his people, out of their own sphere, as to 
addrefs it to ‘* Great Britain, king George of France 
and England,” or something to that purpose. This 
will however be corrected in Calcutta. The Nizam 
is generally reckoned a mild sovereign, although his 
ptime minister was, last year, murdered by his order, 
whilst presenting a petition in full durbar, for some 
want of respect in not leaving his friends, to whom 
he was giving an entertainment, and making his sa- 
laams to the prince who was pafsing the street. 
This is the eastern mode of enforcing politenefs. Our 
doctor had the honour, upon our arrival here, of cu- 
ring the wounds of the present minister, received 
from the poignard of a disappointed jagheerdar, who 
was killed, with all his followers, in the attempt. 
The honour, however, is conceived as more than 
adequate to the trouble ; and this would be his only 
recompence for the cure of the whole court. The 
doctor, however, employs himself much more to his 
liking, in daily giving medicines and advice, to hun- 
dreds of poor wretches, who flock from all parts of 
the country, when tired of the unavailing efforts of 
their own ignorant doctors. This, although rather 
an expensive amusement, pleases him with the idea 
of giving dignity to physic, by bestowing health gra- 
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tuitously, and relieving miseries which neither sloth 


nor luxury have caused. The science of physic, he 
tells me, is at a very low ebb with them; they have 
only got receipts from some of the Arabian phy- 
sicians, which they know not how to alter according 
to symptoms, and hardly understand from which of 
the numerous ingredients any succefs is to be ex- 
pected. Every medicine is with thema specific, 
and their bigotry keeps pace with their ignorance. 
The mobiioy, or priest, is as often applied to as the 
physician, and with the same chance of succefs. 
Our doctor lately cured a boy pofsefsed with five de- 
vils, by a single dose of tartar emetic, which, to be 
sure, operated so violently, that not a_ devil could 
keep his post. 

The Nizam can muster an army of three or four 
hundred thousand men, and mostly cavalry; but 
they would not stand before our London trained 
bands. We escaped a march with such a disorder- 
ly set, by the Nizam’s giving up his intention of 
marching out to meet the pa/bwa of the Mahrattas, 
who was to advance from Poonah, to have a friend- 
ly conference, where we must of course have ac- 
companied him. He has been attempting to discip- 
line some battalions of sepoys in the Englifh man- 
ner; but they resemble the Englifh sepoys in no- 
thing but their coats. Indeed our great secu- 
rity in India, consists, I think, in the impofsibi- 
lity of training soldiers without European offi- 
cers. Even in our own service, a sepoy will 
return from two months leave of absence from 
his battalion, with the certainty of being sent to 
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drill, from his haying forgot every thing he had be. 
fore learned. The Nizam has some Frenchmen in 
his service, but they are of little estimation. As a 
proof of the advantages he derives from his attention 
to European improvements, he had employed an 
Englifh adventurer here, to make him the largest 
piece of artillery in the world, who had laid a mould 
for one of thirty-six feet in length and proportion. 
ably strong. Three large furnaces were built to melt 
the metal required for this pocket pistol, all opening 
into the mould, into which this mighty mafs was to 
be collected In the morent of projection, they 
found, that the stream of metal fromeach of the fur- 
naces, being differently heated, would not conjoin, 
’ which left the gun cracked in its whole length. 
There it stil lies, a monument of folly in design, and 
ignorance in execution. His neighbour, Tippoo, 
amuses himself with these pretty play things for a 
monarch in a different manner. He is contented to 
have guns fit for use,,of which, I am informed, he 
makes one daily, and immediately appoints people ta 
learn the management of it. His artillery is work. 
ed almost as well as our own, chiefly by Euro. 
peans. He is, in fhort, the only native opponent we 
have the least to dread from in India; although at 
at present he is too much engaged in quelling dis- 
orders among his own People, and knows too well 
the excellent state of discipline, and ptesent strength 
of our armies,’ to think of attacking us. His motions 
of late, however, have been so suspicious, that the 
Madras government have demanded a positive ex- 
planation of his intention, in which he has, I believe, 
satisfied them. Heis the most hateful tyrant ip the 
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annals of history; and has been lately exercising such 
cruelties upon his subjects, the Nairs, as are too hor- 
rid to relate. A large body of his forces, comman- 
ded by M. Lally, has, however, been defeated late- 
ly by this opprefsed people. The officers on the coast 
seem to expect, and eagerly with for a war with 
him, to have an opportunity of revenging his infa- 
mous treatment of his prisoners last war. 

Captain Kennaway, who, from his situation, has 
much better intelligence than any other can have, is 
of opinion, that he has neither inclination nor power 
to attack us with any prospect of sucéefs. The only 
place of strength in the Nizam’s dominions, which 
could impede his march for a day, is now in my 
sight, the famous fortrefs of Golconda. We have 
been given to understand, that our approaching near 
it would be disagreeable, which prevents my being 
able to give youadescription of it; butit appears from 
this distance, (four miles,) to fbe more fitted for a 
strong hold for free booters, than a place which could 
resist an hour against a brifk storm of our sepoys. 
Their fear paints us all to their imaginations as en- 
gineers and politicians. An intimacy with us, on 
the part of an omrah, would probably cost him his 
head. We lose little, indeed, by the want ‘of their 
society, as they are a bigotted ignorant set, whose only 
ambition is to have a large train of servants, and 
their zenanahs filled with women. The Nizam has 
above fifteen hundred in his haram. 

The country is as different from Bengal, as the 
Carse of Gowrie from the Corriaroch. Instead of the 
dead flat of Bengal, we have here barren rocks, hill 
and dale, and clear streams running over rocky chan 
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nels. The similarity to my own country, adds 
much to the pleasure of the romantic scenery. 


** Nescio que nata!i solum duicedine Cuactos 
$s Duci Mig 
The lightnefs and poverty of the soil, is, however; 


in a great measure made up for, by the ease with 


which the nature of the country allows their collecting 


reservoirs of water. Mounds of earth ate thrown 
acrofs the lower parts of the higher vallies, which, 
filling with the rains, afford a supply for the rest of 
the year, and they are enabled by this means to 
keepup a perpetual spring. The mufsulmans are, in 
general, reckoned better soldiers than fatmers; the 
appearance of a mosque, as a mark of the prevalence 
of Islamith, is almost a certain sign of the neglect of 
cultivation. The greatest part of the Hindoos have 
long since retired into the dominions of the Mah- 
rattas. Some parts of the country must indeed be 
fruitful, as the Nizam’s revenue is said to be near 
six crores: The greatest fhare of this, however, is 
alienated by grants, and in jaghires, which he dare 
not resume; so that there remains only about two 
crores. Even this to be sure is formidable, did he 
know how to make a proper use of it. 

The climate isdelightful. The heat, except inthe 
hot winds, which is by no means.an unhealthy season, 
much lefs than in Bengal, although so much farther 
southward. We have none of those suitry stiffling 
fogs which hang over the atmosphere of Calcutta, 
but dry elastic air, which braces our nerves, and pre- 
serves our spirits from flagging. The thermometer, 
in the cold weather, which is now set in, gets dowa 


sometimes as low as 44°, 
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TO ALL THE WORTHY AND HUMANE PEOPLE OF GREAT BRITAIN, 
Afsociated or not Afsociated, 
FRIENDS TO THE PEOPLE, OR FRIENDS TO THE CONSTITUTION : 
THE 
oF 


Four most cruelly and unjustly aggrieved and opprefsed Personages, 


Grammar, Pain Sense, Sounp Ancument, anp True Wir, 


HumBiy SHEWETH, 


"Tuat, whereas your petitioners have always been, 
in thought, word, and deed, friendly, no lefs to the 
social interests, than to the private happinefs of man- 
kind; have taken great pains to make men understand 
one another; and have laboured, with inconceivable 
patience and industry, although, in many instances, 
they will confefs unsuccefsfully, to improve arts and 
scienees, manners and customs, the forms of busi- 
nefs, and the flow of familiar conversation ; yet has 
the ungrateful world treated your petitioners with 
almost continual neglect, contempt, or merely seem- 
ing respect, the insincerity of which was evident, 
by the reluctance and aukwardnefs with which it was 
paid. 

And whereas your petitioners, amid the persecu- 
tion to which they were exposed, had been persua- 
ded, that they might find protection in the island of 
Great Britain, which was described to them, as in- 
habited by a race of men, in ali respects. worthy of 

VOL, Xlii. $s “ 
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their favour, and who had exhibited many proofs of 
tegard for them, that bore every mark of being un- 
feigned ; your petitioners were therefore induced 
to seek a more commodious, splendid, and permanent 
establifhment in this island, than any that they had 
yet enjoyed. 

And whereas your petitioners had hitherto, for 
the most part, avoided intermeddling with politics, 
and had indeed been, on different occasions, rejected 
or dismifsed with disgrace, when they had, perhaps 
with an officious eagernefs, offered their services to- 
wards regulating the legislature, or conducting the 
executive government of nations ; and have been, in‘a 
peculiar, manner, exposed, on innumerable occasions, 
to the most humiliating indignities, within the walls 
of St Stephen’s chapel: yet, pleased with the®fa- 
vourable reception they found in this island, and 
with the afsiduous court which was here paid to 
them, by great numbers of all ranks ; they have been, 
in the warmth of their gratitude, sometimes induced 
to take part in the public affairs of the Britifh na- 
tion; to afsist at the deliberations of its legisla- 
ture, occasionally to enlighten and direct the views 
of the executive ministers, and to correct and guide 
the opinion of the people. 

To this last end especially, to enlighten the people, 
and to giveadue direction to the current of popu- 
lar opinion, did your petitioners direct theit most 
strenuous endeavours. In this view did they in- 
spire and guide such of their disciples as have been, 
at different times, particularly in the latter period 
of the Britifh history, distinguifhed in the charace 
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ter of useful and popular political writers ; lending 
such writers their aid, in every varied form, in 
which it could enable them to win, or to teach; and 
even allowing them to borrow, at times, the little 
arts which were practised by impostors, the enemies 
and opponents of your petitioners ; in order that ab- 
surdity and folly might be the more effectually con- 
founded and completely routed, when they saw their 
own arms thus turned against themselves. 

Thus did your petitioners unanimously conspire 
to invest Swift at once with all their powers ; and, 
at the same time, to authorise him evento use 
the spoils of which he plundered their adversaries. 
With equal kindnefs did they favour the exertions 
of Addison. They did not, indeed, ail agree in blefs- 
ing; the labours of Burnet; but he was an high fa- 
vourite with some of them, and made no unhappy 
use of their favours. They could not cure Bodng- 
broke of his propensity to declamation; but they, 
upon proper occasions, combined to correct the dis- 
advantages of that declamation, by bestowing an a- 
bundant portion of all their best gifts. It was un- 
der our influence, and by our aid, that Chester. 
Jfereld taught Common Sense to politicians, as well as 
fhone in the World. To the afsiduity with which 
he cultivated our good graces, was Campbell indebt- 
ed for that multifarious, yet not inaccurate know- 
ledge ; and for that singular perspicuity of expref- 
sion with which he explained the political interests 
and happinefs of our favourite land. We gave to 
Fobnson his energy of thought, and moulded the 
retundity of his periods, Ours are the clear cons 
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ception, the cogent reasoning, the vehement elog 
quence, the ardent exprefsion of Junius ; although 
we do not so readily ascribe to ourselves the gor- 
geous pages, and the declamatory flourifhes of Burke. 

And whereas your petitioners had, in the pro- 
grefs of the present century, observed a growing in- 
clination in the good people of North Britain to 
cultivate their favour, they were therefore indu- 
ced to encourage, by a kind acceptance, the auk- 
ward services of their new votaries; and to la- 
bour, with singular care and pains, to form them to 
excellence in. the several arts, over which your peti- 
tioners respectively preside. By us was Hume rai- 
sed to eminence. By our kindnefs have Blaw, and 
Robertson, and Smith, gained the admiration of Eu- 
rope, and reflected a lustre on their native land, 
which, as it arose, so may probably fade away_with 
them. 

And wheres your petitioners, flattered by the 
circumstances above enumerated, confiding in the 
vigour and afsiduity of their exertions, and warmed 
with that enthusiasm which activity and succefs u- 
sually kindle up in generous minds,—bhad begun 
to look fondly forward towards the futufe exten- 
sion of their influence and the increase of their 
honours ; and had pleased themselves with the 
hope of establifhing throughout this island, an 
empire, of which the stability and splendour might 
render it the glory of all human things ; it is theree 
fore with extreme mortification and disappointment, 
that your petitioners have found their hopes frustra- 
ted, their endeavours defeated, and all their fair 
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prospects overcast by a train of unhappy events, 
which they could neither foresee, nor provide against. 
The Art of Sinking in Poetry having been long prac- 
tised in this country, with wonderful succefs, by a 
race of wretched beings, enemies to your petitio- 
ners ; the prosperity of this art has, by degrees, 
brought into repute the sister Art of Sinking in 
Prose. This latter art is, in spite of every effort of 
your petitioners, now practised with a general ea- 
gernefs, which bids fair to raise it to the highest ex- 
altation. Providence seems to have distributed among 
men, with much liberality, the genius for excellence 
in it; indeed the art is of itself easy; consisting 


chiefly in ax insolent opposition to your petitioners, 


and an outrageous abuse of them.» It is easy to mus- 
ter up crowds of quaint thoughts; to count over 
strings of antithetical periods ; and to re-echo those 
common place allusions, similies,.and metaphors, 
which were, indeed, at first produced. by inventive 
wit, but have been bandied about from fool to fool, 
and from dunce to dunce, till they have been at length 
debased and disgraced, by the meannefs of the crea- 
tures who have presumed to steal the use of them. 
Such allusions, similies, and metaphors, have, ia 
truth, become so common, and are ‘so continually re- 
peated, that they cannot well fail to occur mechani- 
cally even to the feeblest, emptiest minds ; just as 
mechanic impulse made the idiot continue to count 
the hours, after the clock had ceased to strike them. 

To add, to the perplexity and distrefs in which 
your petitioners have thus been involved, some late 
circumstances in the political state of this country, 
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have concurred to give their enemies extraordinary 
advantages over them. The practitioners in the 4r¢ 
ef Sinking. in Prose, having, in the ardour and afsi- 
duity with which they cultivated their art, disco- 
vered, that it was peculiarly adapted for the propa. 
gation of falsehood, irreligion, and atheism ; and ho- 
ping to crown both their art and themselves with 
immortal honour, if they fhould, by #, accomplith 
the overthrow of social order, and the abolition 
of religious establifhments; in this hope, and with 
these views, they, in one united effort, exerted 
all their energy, and all their fkill, to effectuate 
their purposes. Their succefs was wonderfully be- 
yond what we could have conceived to be pof- 
sible, had not our eyes beheld it. Amazed and 
dismayed as we were, we stood earnestly forward 
to oppose them. The virtuous indignation, and 
the religious horror of the people of Great Bri- 
tain, seconded our endeavours. Desperate was the 
conflict ; but, through the powerful aid of our 
allies, the victory at last was ours. No sooner, 
however, was it gained, than, with unexampled 
perfidy and art, our vanquifhed foes detached a great 
part of their forces, with orders to betray, by pre- 
tending to join us. Under various pretences, they 
have now insinuated themselves‘ in such multitudes 
among us, and our few friends, that we are no long- 
er more than an handful in the midst of them. Thus 
beset, and betrayed, we are reduced to a state of 
hopelefs humiliation and misery. Our enemies ar- 
rogate to themselves the honours which we have 
earned. They have seduced from us every heart, 
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they have occcupied every ear ; not a soul but they 
have persuaded to learn a fafhionable smattering of 
their art; they exult, that although we fought for 
ourselves, and for the good people of Great Britain, 
we have conquered only for them. Our pretended 
allies have conspired to dismifs us from the field; or 
to degrade us to the meannest subaltern situations. 

We know not well whither to flee! or from whom 
to seek protection and aid! We fhould be sure of 
redrefs, if we could find our way into the College 
of Fustice. But, alas! the stripling barristers, 
with a crowd of agents and clerks, have combi- 
ned, and would compel the miacers to exclude us 
even from the Outer House. The practitioners in 
the art of medicine, are well known to have long re- 
garded us with the same abhorence as pure air, or 
clean streets. Our respect for religion forbids us to 
declare how much we have suffered from the un- 
provoked enmity of some of the * * *. And as to 
the legislative afsembly of the state, we have been 
long so cruelly maltreated by them, that we can exe 
pect no. support from that quarter. We are cut 
off from every resource! we have become the ob- 
jects of general hostility ! 

In these circumstances, and dejected by this ac- 
cumulated opprefsion and distrefs, your petitioners 
would humbly intreat a// ‘the worthy inhabitants of 
Great Britain, to think of their merits, and pity 
their sufferings. If your petitioners might haply 
prevail with you to desist, for their sakes, from that 
political contention of which they have been the on- 
ly victims ; their enemies might pofsibly sink into 
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their original unimportance. If yon would, every 
one, mind only his own businefs, and no longer give 
ear to the wranglings of our enemies, they would 
be soon forced to hide their heads, Every new set 
of resolutions, ard afsociations for political pur- 
poses, under whatever name it be known; every 
political pamphlet, or letter, or paragraph in the 
newspapers, is a new stroke, desperately aimed, 
either at our heads, or at our hearts. 


May it therefore please you, to. take under 
your serious consideration, the case of 
your petitioners ; and, in commiseration 

‘ of their distrefs, to remove their enemies 
from your counsels; and to cease from 
those unhappy and needlefs contentions 
of which they have taken advantage. 


And your petitioners fhall ever pray, tc. 


Guo 
ANECDOTE. 
A Srrone healthy girl having accused an old phy- 
sician with having deforced her, and demanded that 
he fhould either be ordered to espouse her, or pay 
her aconsiderable sum of money. ‘* How, (said the 
judge, ) could such a strong healthy wench as you are, 
allow yourself to be overcome by him? Had you 
not strength to defend yourself?”—‘ O! Sir, (said 
fhe,) 1 am very strong when I quarrel, but I am not 
so at all when I laugh.’ 
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LITERARY OLLA. No. Iv. 


For the Bee. 


Amicitia post mortem durans, 


Iw the close of a serene and beautiful wintet evening, I 
was musing near the root of an old decayed fantastic ches- 
nut, more beautiful in its ruins than ever was feigned by 
the pencil of Rosa. 

It was in thé placid garden of Corycius. 

Around its noble gigantic trunk, now dead and saplefs, 
and all around its branches, the ivy that had clung to it 
while living, continued te adhere, and to live, and to flou- 
rifh. 

“ Beautiful, magnificent, and tender image (said I,) of that 
friendfhip which survives the grave! 


“Oh! excellent Eugenjus! thou art now the chesnut, and 
I am thy slender ivy that measures thy former greatnefs, 
and mantles o’er thy memory !” 

And now the sun, which had but lately descended be- 
hind a lofty mountain, tinged the leaflefs trees with a 
bloody hue, and struck me with awe and with astonifh- 
ment *, 


Wonderful nature! thou exhibitest to thy lovers what 
none but ¢hey are destined to behold and to enjoy! And 
this scenery which I now see, no painter durst commit to 
canvas with impunity ! 


* This is a phenomenon very rarely to be observed, and which in the 
course of thirty years constant attention to all the colouring of landscape, 
and the atmosphere, I never observed but one, 

It happens, when, after a mirky thaw, a frost immediately succeeds on 
the setting of the sun, whereby the red rays are separated, and concen 
trated upon the tangent of the prospect. 
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The thades of night now prefsed upon the landscape. 
The young moon appeared in sober majesty, and with the 
sweet glittering star of evening, conspired to adorn and ani- 


mate the wintry heaven. 
And now, ever and anon, I saw the moon flafhing 


through the dark foliage of the solitary yew tree, as it 
yielded to a briskning gale. 


«¢ Ottin the lone churchyard at night Ive seen, 
By glimpse of moonfhine cheq’ring thro’ the trees, 
The school boy with his satchel in his hand, 
Whistling aloud to bear his courage up ; 

And lightly tripping o'er the long flat stones, 
With nettles fhkirted, and with mofs o’ergrown, 
‘That tell in homely phrase who lie below; 
Sudden he starts and hears, or thinks he-hears, 
The sound of something purring at his heels. 

Full fast he flies, and dares not look behind him, 
Till, out of breath, he overtakes his fellows ; 
Who gather round, and wonder at the tale 

Of horrid apparition, tall and ghastly, 

That walks at dead of night, or takes his stand 
O’er some new open’d grave; and, strange to tell ! 
Evanithes at crowing of the cock *. 


























| See yonder hallow'd fane! the pious work 
{ Of names once fam’d, now dubious or forgot; 
| And buried, midst the wrecks of things that were, 
| There lie interr’d the more iilustrious dead. 








‘The wind is up.—Hark how it howls! methinks 

‘Till nowI never heard a sound so dreary! 

| Doors creak, and windows clap, and night’s foul bird, 
Rock’d in the tow’r, screams Joud! the gloomy aisles, 

} Black plaister’d, and hung round with fhreds of scuicheons; 

! And tatter’d coats of arms, send back the sound, 

Laden with heavier airs from the low vaults, 

The mansions of the dead. 

Again the screech owl fhrieks! ungracious sound ! 

T'li hear no more.—It makes my bivod run chill. 

















%* From the Grave, a beautiful poem by Robert Blair, an episcopal 

minister of Scotland, too little known and celebrated ; though, in my 

‘ Opinion, in this very poem alone, far superior to the celebrated: 
Gray. 

It was Pinkerton who had the merit of first calling the attention of 

the public to this authentic pect. 
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O friendfhip! thou art stronger than the grave ! To thee, 
with the divine aid of Christian philosophy, and the lef- 
sons of Eugenius, I owe that my soul is superior to the 
terrors of night, the disorders of the elements, and the 
gloom of superstition.———I will go fetch me a torch, and 


visit his monument. 

I returned to our dwelling place, and I brought with 
me a torch.—I sped my way slowly to the place of his 
interment. —I descended by seven steps into the awful 
mansion of the dead.—The reflected light, from his urn 
of Parian marble, gleamed upon me as I approached. 

I laid me down upon his grave stone, and I read its 
inscription : 

“ THoOUGN HE BE DEAD HE YET SPEAKETH.” 


O virtue! thou hast not decieved me! 
‘Thou, thou only, art the never failing friend of man. 


FARTHER ACCOUNTS OF BENJAMIN BANNEKER, A FREE 
NEGRO. 


A copy of Banneker’s almanack, in the author's band writing, 
has been sent to an acquaintance of Me/srs Goddard and 
Angell in London. A letter is subjoined to tt, from a re- 
spectable citizen in Philadelphia, of which the following is 
a copy*, 

S¢ "Turse theets of astronomical calculations of Benja- 

min Banneker, in his own hand writing, were sent to me 

from Baltimore, with a view to their being printed here, 
which was prevented by a printer in Baltimore, who had 
persuaded the author to furnifh him with a copy. On 
receipt of them, I submitted them to the inspection of 


* These attestations of the justnefs of the calculations of the negra 
astronomer, were accidentally omitted i1 our las", 
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David Rittenhouse of this city, who returned them to me 
with a note, of which the following is an abstra ct. 


“ Dear Sir, 

*‘ I think the papers I herewith return to you a ve- 
ry extraordinary, performance, cossidering the author. 
Though I had leisure to make but few comparisons, I 
have no doubt that the calculations are sufficiently accu- 
rate for the purposes of a common almanack. Every in- 
stance of genius amongst the negroes, is worthy of at- 
tention, because their opprefsors seem to lay great strefs 
on their supposed inferior mental abilities. I am, dear 
Sir, your sincere friend, D. Rirrsnuouse. 


Addrefsed to Mr Pemberton, 
August 6. 1791. 


“ I put them also in the hands of William Warring, 
master of our mathematical school, who has publifhed an 
_almanack several years succefsively in this city; and on 
comparing them with his own calculations for the suc- 
ceeding year, informed me that he had found no occasion 
to make any ‘alterations. (Signed,) James Pemszrton.” 

Philadelphia, 18th day of the 
10th month, 1791. { 


Our sable astronomer, in a letter to T. Jefferson, esq. 
secretary to the United States, dated August 19. 1791, 
speaks thus of his almanack. * This calculation is the 
production of my arduous study, in this my advanced 
stage of life; for having long had unbounded desires to 
bécome acquainted with the secrets of nature, I have had, 
to gratify my curiosity herein, through my own afsiduous 
application to astronomical study, in which I need not re- 
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count to you the many difficulties and disadvantages 
which I have had to encounter.” 

In the same letter he prefers the claim of the degraded 
African race to human nature and human faculties, in 


terms equally philosophical and forcible. “ I apprehend, 


(says he,) you will embrace every opportunity to eradi- 
cate that train of absurd and false ideas and opinions, 
which too generally prevails with respect to us; and that 


your sentiments are concurrent with mine, which are, 
That one universal Father hath given being to us all; 
and that he hath not only made us all of one flefh; but 
that he hath also, without partiality, afforded us all the 
same sensations, and endowed us all with the same 
faculties; and that, however variable we may be in 
society or religion, however diversified in situation or 
colour, we are all of the same family, and stand in the 
same relation to Him.” 

As Mr Jefferson’s very liberal answer is but fhort, we 
here insert it. 

« Sir, Philadelphia, August 30. 1791. 

“ I thank you sincerely for your letter of the 19th 
instant, and for the almanack it contained. Nobody with- 
es more than I do, to see such proofs as you exhibit, that 
nature has given to our black brethern, talents equal to 
those of the other colours of men ; and that the appearance 
of the want of them, is owing merely to the degraded 
condition of their existence, both in Africa and America. 
I can add with truth, that no body wifhes more ardently, 
to see a good system commenced, for raising the condition, 
both of their body and mind, to what it ought to be, as far 
as the imbecillity of their present state, and other c#Pum- 
stances, which cannot be neglected, will admit. 

“ T have taken the liberty of sending your. almanack 
to M. de Condorcet, secretary of the Academy of Sciences 
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at Paris; and member of the Philanthropic Society, be- 
cause I considered it as a document to which your 
whole colour had a right, for their justification against 
the doubts which have been entertained of them. I am: 
with great esteem, Sir, your most obedient humble ser- 


vant, (Signed,) 
Tuomas JEFrrerson *,” 





AN INTENDED ROBBERY FRUSTRATED. 


Ow the pafsage from Switzerland into Italy, by mount 
St Bernard, near the top of the mountain stands a con- 
vent of canons, of the order of St Augustine. Into this 
convent the canons receive indifferently all travellers ; 
lodge and nourifh, in the best way they can, all who 
present themselves, without distinction of religion, age, 
or sex, as long as is necefsary for enabling them to 
pursue their journey. Persons of a decent appearance 
eat at the table of the religious, which is supported by 
the alms they collect for twenty og thirty leagues 
around. 

At sunset every evening, domestics, accompanied with 
large and strong dogs, are dispersed around upon the 
mountain, to discover travellers who may be benighted 
and ignorant of the way, and give them afsistance ; ha- 
ving with them restoratives and refrefhments to give 
them, if necefsary, before they can reach the con- 
vent. 

This convent of Great St Bernard, is situated at the 
height of 2241 toises above the level of the Mediterra- 
nean sea; and is so difficult of accefs, that it requires 
no lefs than thirty horses to bring wood for firing to the 


* The extract from Benjamin's letter, and Mr Jefferson's answer, 
are taken from copies printed in Philadelphia by D, Lawre ¢:, 1792. 
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convent. These horses are sustained chiefly by bread, 
which they find cheaper than hay, on account of the 
great difficulty of transporting it thither. 

An institution so benevolent, and so necefsary for the 
community, one would imagine, would protect it from 
the rapacity of even robbers, who might themselves fre- 
quently have occasion to profit by the succours it afford- 
ed them; but to some persons no considerations can 
avail, In the year 1787, about thirty banditti laid a 
plan to rob their monastery, where they hoped to obtain 
a rich booty. To effect this purpose, they divided 
themselves into small parties, and came to the convent 
at different times. They were received, as usual, with 
kindnefs, and treated with hospitality; but regardlefs 
of this, they seized the earliest opportunity of ordering 
the superior of the convent to deliver to them their 
money. “Ihe superior, with great mildnefs, told them 
this was a very unhandsome return for the hospitality 
they had experienced ; but if they insisted upon it, they 
had only to follow him, and he would take them to the 
strong chest where the money was kept, with the keys 
of which he presented them. ‘They followed him with 
alacrity. He went straight to the door of the kennel 
where the dogs were kept, which he opened, and, upon 
a proper signal, the whole of the dogs flew upon the 
robbers ; killed some, tore others in a desperate manner, 
and put the rest to flight. Thus was the convent 
preserved by the cool sagacity of the superior of that or- 
der, 


. SHORT DESCRIPTION OF CAMBUS KENNETH. 


Tue abbey of Cambus Kenneth, once the richest in the 
kingdom, has now little left by the destructive hand o! 
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time, to mark out its original grandeur. The only remains 
of this noble building is a stair case leading to the bells, 
on which time has made no great imprefsion. The ab- ; 
bey is built in a garden, situated in a beautiful peninsula, 
formed by the river Forth, about half a mile north east 
from Stirling, to which it has formerly been connected 
by a bridge built a little above the thore. 

Its ruins, faint as they are at this day, have originally 
covered a great extent of ground; and appear to have 
been built somewhat in the form of acrofs. Near the ab- 
bey to the east, and at a small distance from the river, 
lies the principal burying ground, of considerable extent ; 
at the extremity of which king James m1. is said to have 
been buried. An arch gate of beautiful workmanthip, 
leading to the burying ground, is still entire. The gar- 
dens of the abbey extend on all sides of it, in which there 
are some trees of very great age;—they now belong to 
Cowan’s hospital in Stirling, and are let out to the inha- 
bitants of the peninsula, by the magistrates of Stirling, 
managers of the hospital’s funds, at a good rent, and form. 
a most delightful walk to the people of Stirling, especi- 
ally in the fruit season. 

To a thinking mind, it must afford a melancholy re- 
flection, that the nicest structure of art cannot escape the 
devastation of time. That this building, the grandest of 
the age, the seat of kings, the-afsylum of learned men, 
the muse of beauty, and abode of religion, is now in ruins, 
the traces of which can scarcely be discerned, and all 
the remains of its ancient dignity converted into a pigeon 
cot. G. 5S. 

Done’s Court, Stirling, 

Jan. 11. 1792. 
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RATES OF EXCHANGE. PRIC 
ae | 
MontTus | Amster- | Ham- Bank |3 per cent.| 
dam burg Stock | consols 
| ne 37 3455 2025 
ebruary 36,6 34.2 2034 
March 36,5 34-2 237% 
April 36.1 34:3 _210§ 
May | 36,2 34:4 2013 
une 36,3 2404 204% 
fry 36.2 3401 205% 
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November 3733 34,0 194% 
December 38,1 34/10 1764 
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EXPLANATION OF THE ExcHANGES. Standar 
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* The cause of the Paris exchange being apparently so much below Par is the great disc 
aefrignets ; in which substitute for macy, mercantile transactions have been negociated since | 
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the Prices of Grain at Edinburgh, for the Year 1792, which we propose to. 
as the only means of ascertaining the Balance of Trade; the second as the most 
and the last as an object of Universal Concern to the Country, in ascertaining, 
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® One boll of wheat is.equal to 4,087 Win-} 
chester bufhels, and we here suppose the boll 


s. de to weigh about 238 1b Englith. 

Pound Flemifb - - - --109 

Pound Flemifh - - - - - 119 F One boll of oats .and barley is equal to 
Etu----+----- 24 5,953 Winchester bufhels, and we suppose the 
Pezmma------- = 34 oats, at the adove prices, will weigh about 
Milree--------- 53 236 Ib Englifh. It is customary at Leith to 
Pexza----+--+--- 40 give a discount on oats of 4 bolls per 1044 
Pound Irifh - - - -- - 18 6 


the great discount in government 
sociated since the Revolution. 
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France. 
‘THE affairs of Franee still continue to occupy the principal 
” attention of all Europe, and unfortunately must continue te 
do so for some time yet to come. 
Trial of the king. 

The trial of the king, as mentioned in our former chronicle, 
¢ame on upon the 26th of December, before the National 
Convention in Paris. 







Defence of the king. 

* Always faithful to national principles,” exclaims M. Ma- 
nuel, at the opening of the sitting, “ always faithful to the dus 
ties ofa true national representative, I dare at alltimes denounce 
infractions of the law. A decree has ordained that the tri- 
bunes”———T he orator had scarce pronounced this word, when: 
the most disgraceful clamour broke forth from all parts of the 
tribunes, composed of hifsings, hootings, and inarticulate fhouts ; 
it ceased but to renew with redoubled force, and M. Manuel 
was thus compelled to sit-down. 

The president announced the arrival of Louis xv1. and his 
counsel—it was ter o’clock precisely.—-He observed to the de- 
puties how much it became them to preserve a decent and dig- 
nified deportment on an occasion like the present—for myself, 
said he, I am under the direction of the afsembly.—A mem- 
ber proposed that the nominal appeal fhould be made to the 
members present. General Berruyer and two aids de camp, 
appeared at the bar.—While waiting for the counsel, the Con: 
vention pafsed a decree upon the accountability of M. Ran- 
don de la Tour, formerly treasurer of the king’s househould. 

This decree, it was said, fhall restore to the national treasu- 
ry a sum of twelve thousand livres. It was decreed likewise, 
upon a proposition of a member of the committee of twelve, 
that the keys found at the Garde Meuble, the apartments of 
M. Thierry, fhould be thewn to Louis: one of these keys not 
only opening the famous iren door, but also three other clase 
closets of the king’s cabinet. 

Louis xv: now entered the bar of the Convention. He was 
drefsed precisely as when he appeared before—his air was then 
dignified and serene—he was preceded by generals Santerre and 
Berruyer, with seyeral municipal officers, and accompanied by 
his three counsel, 
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“ Louis,” said the president, “ the Convention has decreed 
that you fhall be finally heard this day upon your defence 
—— you may be seated.” ‘ My counsel,’ said the king, 
“are here to speak for me.’—He sat down, and M. Deseze 
stood forward to speak. 

M. Deseze then stood forward, and made a most able de- 
fence of the king ; which we regret our scanty limits prevent 
our inserting. In this defence, he with great dignity insisted 
on the incompetency of the tribunal before which Louis now 
appeared to try him. Then pafsing to the inviolability of the 
king’s person, secured by the constitution, he proceeded to 
fhow, that in no one instance had the king exceeded the pow- 
ers vested in him by the constitution; but had uniformly ex- 
ercised them to the utmost of his power for the welfare of the 
state, and the preservation ef the national tranquillity. He 
then answered the particular charges that had been adduced 
individually ; fhewing, as he went along, that the blame, if any, 
could in no case attach upon the king, but other responsible 
personS; in some instances denying the charges as being ab- 
solutely false ; and in others fhewed, that the king, where blam- 
ed, for having adopted a conduct inimical to the state, had 
acted in a manner directly the reverse of what had been laid 
to his charge. 

M. Deseze concluded, by imploring them for the accused. 
Immediately afterwards, the king rose, and with a firm tone 
of voice, pointed with sensibility of manner, spoke thus : 

‘*. Citizens, the means of my defence have been already declared 
to you—I am not going to renew them But in speaking 
to you, perhaps for the last time, I declare to you, that my 
conscience does not accuse me of any thing that has been 
éxhibited against me ; and that my advocaté has said nothing 
but the truth. I never dreaded a public examination of 
my conduct, but my heart is torn tu find the blood of the 
people imputed to me, and particularly that the unhappinef&$ of 
the roth ef August, flonld be laid te my charge I confefs 
that the proofs of my constant love for the people might be 
multiplied, and I think that my uniform conduct in this 
respect is sufficient to prove, that I never was afraid to expose 
my own person to spare them, and to do away, by every thing 
in my power, any imputation of this kind.” 

The keys found at the Garde Meuble, in the apartments 
of M. Thierry, were then ‘presented to the king, who was 
aiked if he knew them ? “ T sent keys to Thierry,” replied 
he, “ but I am not certain whether they are those or not; I 
know that ny house was rifled, and all my furniture destroyed, 
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so that I had no more occasion for keys-——I cannot recollect 
these keys aiter such a lapse of time,” 

Louis xvi. then retired from the bar, with the same calm 
firmnefs that attended him during the course of his appearance 
there. It was only remarked, that on his going out, his visage 
seemed flufhed with a degree of indignation, which was suc- 
ceeded by several tears, 

After this succeeded a most tumultuous debate, which will 
be a disgrace to the history of civil society, as long as it 
fhall be preserved upon record. Nothing like an answer to any 
part of the defence was attempted ; but a general cry from, the 
gallery was heard, that the guilt of Louis was universally 
known ; and therefore demanding that he theuld be immedi- 
ately condemned to death. Some members still attempted to 
speak in his favour; the persons in the gallery descended, 
and menaced, with words and threatening, the president, who 
in vaim attempted to preserve some kind of order; and at last 
they proceeded even to blows. ‘The sitting was at last tumul- 
tuously closed, without being able to come to any determina- 
tion. 

Since then the discufsion of this question has been several 
times renewed. At the first, with great vehemence and tu- 
mult ; many persons desiring to be heard in favour of the king, 
and others as violently opposing it. It was at last decreed, that 
the members who withed tospeak ,fhould inrol their names, and 
speak in their turn, according to the order of inrollment. 
But after this had been attempted to be carried into practice, 
it was found that the delays would thus be so great, that 
it was decreed, that instead of speaking, each member might 
«cause his own speech to be printed where he inclined, and dis- 
tributed among the members of the Convention. ‘ 

From the specimens that have appeared of the speeches, there 
seems to be three principal opinions afloat in that alsembly. 
ist, Those who contend that the king fhould be instantly con- 
demned by the Convention. 2¢, Those who maintain that the 
Convention have no right to pafs sentence at all in any 
fhape, 34, Those who contend that the Convention may. pais 
sentence, but refer it to the departments for their final appro- 
bation or rejection. And it is however, very observable, that of 
late this subject has been touched with much more gentle. 
nefs than Saie. There are indeed evident symptoms, thag 
when the order of the day requires them to take it up,a 
great majority <£, the alsembiy proceed to it with reluc- 
tance. 
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Declaration of the court of Madrid. 

On the 28th December two declarations from the @urt of 
Madrid, were presented to the National Convention. By the 
first, the court of Spain agreed to maintain a neutrality with 
Frattce ; and by the second, Spain intimated that the troops 
were to be removed from the frontiers of France, on the French 
making a reciprocal order on their part. 

These declarations were accompanied with a letter from the 
chevalier Ocariz, the Spanifh charge des affaires in France, of 
which the following is an extract : 


Application tothe Natronal Convention on the 
Part of Spain, in favour of Louis xvt. 

“ The declaration of neutrality demanded by the minster of 
France, might have been considered as superfluous ; but I am 
going to give 9 new character of authenticity to those sentiments 
of candour, which have always distinguifhed the Spanifh nations 
I: will be from the manner in which the French nation thall 
behave towards Louis and his family, that it will experience 
what reliance may be placed in the promises of Spain. This 
grand trial cannot be considered as foreign to the king of Spain } 
and, his majesty cannot be accused of withing to inter- 
meddle in the internal affairs of the state, when he makes his 
voice to be heard in favour of a relation, a friend, and an un+ 
happy prince.” 

Here the Charge des affaires of the court of Spain makes some 
general reflections on the situation of Louis xvi. tried by men, 
several of whom are his enemies, and whose opinions are tinc- 
tured with partiality, and accused of crimes, which, were they 
proved, would not anull royal inviolability. 

“ It is impofsible (continues he) that the whole world fhould 
not behold with horror, the violences committed against @ 
prince, opprefsed by the miseries of a long and rigorous captivi- 
ty, and by the insults of some men, who think to aggrandize 
themselves by treading under foot greatnefs now fallen. A 
revolution can never excuse men for neglecting to thew that 
respect which is ever due to misfortunes. Though the grea- 

ter part of the French have not yet spoken out, the majority 
of them seem favourable to Louis; and if his enemies thall be 
able to exercise against him the last violence,.the French go- 
vernment will alone be accountable. It will,then be evident 
that foreign nations cannot depend upon the promises of the 
French nation, whereas a magnanimous conduct towards .the 
royal prisoner, who might be suffered to chuse an asylum for 





~ wee 


nn ft wt te heel lUcelUlCUrlUmlUe lt oO te Otte 


oe ae Ae eh US lUlaelUrKlClCUclCU 


rT el Fe eee 


Bistorical chromele, ¥ 


himself and family, would be an evident testimony of the gene- 
rosity of the French. What I now'exprefs to you as the with 
of the king—is the with of the Spanith nation 5 and under these 
views his majesty has ordered me to present to-the Convention 
his most ardent intercélsions.” 

A member moved, that all these pieces might be seferred te 
the Diplomatic Committee, and that a report might be given 
in on them, after the trial Louis xvz. After some debate 
the Convention proceeded to the order of the day, 

The French armies have been in a great measure inactive’ 
since our last, and circumstances seem to anmounce that their 
impetuous career is at its end. At Brufsels difsentions already 
prevail between the French and their new allies. In Piedmont 
there are alsodifsentions and distrust. No accounts have transpired 
from Antwerp of any consequence ; but in Mentz, general Cus- 
tine appears to be ina situation extremely precarious. A bo- 
dy of Prufsian troops having, appeared in that neighbourhood, whe 
threatened to besiege that place, he publifhed an addrefs to the 
citizens of Mentz, upon the 16th Dec. exhorting them to co- 
operate heartily with him in preserving their liberties, and op- 
posing every attempt of the enemy upon that place; but so 
far was this addrefs from producing the desired effect, that he 
found it ‘necefsary to ifsue another order on the roth, requi~ 
ring all the inhabitants to deliver up their arms to him, and@ 
declaring that the first person who fhould but hint at surren- 
dering the city fhould be hanged up. 

But the circumstance that will operate in the most power- 
ful manner in retarding the progrefs of the French arms, is a 
decree pafsed in the National Convention on the 1th Jam 
when they were informed by a letter from Custine, that iw 
consequence of the deplorable state to which his troops were 
reduced from the want of cloathing, or money to supply them 
with necefsaries, he had been under the necefsity of purchasing 
provisions and necefsaries, for his army, for which he 
had given written acknowledgements, On which occasion 
Cambon meved, and the Convention deereed, that these thould 
be paid in assicnats. This may be considered as the Coup de 
grace to the progrefs of the French arms in Germany. 4 

By the report of Cambon, on Jan. 10, fromthe Committee of 
Finance, it appears that during the last month the ordinary ex- 
pences exceeded the receipt, by twenty millions of livrés, which, 
added to one hundred and fifty-six mijlions of extraotdinary ex- 
pences, made the sum necefsary to be furnithed by the treasury 
a hundred and seventy-six millions, 
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DOMESTIC, 


Never did greater unanimity prevail in parliament, nor in the 
ation at large, than at present. All the newspapers are filled 
with advertisments from every corner of the country, and all 
descriptions of men, exprefsive of the warmest attachment to the 
King, atid approbation of the constitution of this country, con- 
sisting of king, lords, and commons ; and tendering their support 
to the civil magistrate, in supprefsing seditious publications of 
évery kind. The bills, therefore, that have been brought in to 
parliament for subjecting aliens to certain regulations, unusual id 
this country, for preventing the circulation of French afsignats, 
and for prohibiting the exportation of corn and military stores 
to France, have been pafsed almost without opposition; and 
have been received by the nation at large, with a cordial appro- 
bation. The armaments that have been ordered, have also been 
deemed highly expedient by all ranks of men in the present 
state of affairs; though it is the general with, and hope of 
Many, that war may stilt be avoided. The effect of this una- 
himity in Britain is very obvious on the French Convention; 
which has of late afsumed a tone with regard to England, a good 
déal different from that which there prevailed, before the 
meeting of parliament. The following state paper, though 
long, is of too much importance at present, to be omitted. 


Copy of a note sent-by Citizen Chauvelin to lord Grenville, Decem. 

ber 27. 1992. 

“ The undersigned minister plenipotentiary of France, has 
the honour to communicate to lord Grenville, the instructions 
which he has received from the executive council of the French 
tepublic, with orders to lay before his Britannic majesty’s se- 
cretary of state for the department of foreign affairs, in case 
that he fhould think that he could not speedily enough obtain 
an interview with the minister. The French government, by 
continuing, since the: recal of lord Gower from Paris, to leave 
at London a minister plenipotentiary, thought they gave to: his 
Britannic ‘majesty am unequivocal proof of the desire they 
had to remain in good intelligence with the Britith court, 
aud to see all those clouds difsipated, to which events, 
necefsary and inseparable from the internal regimen of 
Brance, seemed then to have given birth. The im- 
tentions of the executive council of Franee towards Eng. 
land have never ceased to be the same, but they cannot see 
with indifference the public eonduet which the Britith ministry 
observe at present towards France. IJtis much to be regret- 
ted, that they have perceived in this conduct an indisposition 
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which they still force themselves not to believe. They think it 
a duty, however, which they owe to the French nation, not te 
leaveit much Jonger in that state of uncertainty in which it bas 
been thrown by several measures lately adopted by the Britith 
government,---an uncertainty in which the Englith nation must 
thare, and which must be equally unworthy of beth. 

The executive council of the French republic have conse¢s 
quently authorised the minister of France at London, to de- 
mand with opennefs of the ministers of his Britannic majesty, 
whether France ought to consider England as a neutral or 
hostile power ; and have particwlarly charged him to obtain on 
this point a definitive answer. But in demanding from the 
ministers of his Britannic majesty an open and candid expla- 
nation of their intentions towards France, the Executive Coun- 
cil do not with that the smallest doubt fhould exist respecting 
the dispesitions of France towards Englaad, and of its desire 
to remain at peace withit. They even with to answer previ- 
ously to all those reproaches which may be thrown out against 
France, in order to justify England. Reflecting on the rea- 
sons which might determine his Britannic majesty to break 
with the French republic, the Executive Council can see them 
only in a false interpretation, given perhaps-to the de- 
cree of the National Convention of November 19. If the 
Britith ministry are really alarmed by that decree, it can only 
be for want of comprehending the true meaning of it. The 
National Convention never intended that the French republic 
fhould favour insurrections, and espouse the eause of a few 
seditious persons ; or in a word, that it fhould endeavour to ex- 
cite disturbances in any neutral or friendly country whatever; 
such an idea would be rejected by the French nation. It 
cannot without injustice be imputed to the National Con- 
vention. This decree then is applicable only to those 
people, who, after having conquered their liberty, may 
request the fraternity and afsistance of the French re- 
public, by a solemn and unequivocal exprefsion of the 
general will. France not only ought, and withes, to re- 
spect the independence of England, but also that of its allies, 
with whom it is not at war, The undersigned, therefore, has 
been charged:to declare formally, that France will not attack 
Holland, whilst that power confines itself, on its part, within 
the bounds of strict neutrality. ‘The Britith government being 
thus afsured respseting these two points, no pretence for the 
least difficulty can remain, but on the question of opening the 
Scheldt—a question irrevocably decided by reason and justice, 
ef little importance in itself, and on which the opinion pf 
England, and perhaps even of Holland, are too -weli known 
#0 render it difficult to make it seriously the sole cause of war. 
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Should the Britifh.ministry, however, embrace this last mos 
tive-to -induce them -to_declare war against France, would it 
not then be probable that their private mitention was to bring 
about a rupture at any rate; and to take advantage at present 
of the most futile of all pretences, to colour an unjust aggrefsi- 
on, long ago meditated? In this fatal supposition, which the 
executive council rejects, the undersigned would be aathorised 
to support with energy, the dignity of the French people, and 
to declare with firmnefs, that a free and powerful nation will 
accept war, and repel with indignation an aggrefsion so mani- 
festly unjust, and so unprovoked on their part. When all 
these explanations, necefsary to demonstrate the purity of the 
intentions of France, and when all peaceful and conciliatory 
measures fhall have been exhausted by the French nation, it 
is evident that the whole weight, and all the whole responsibi- 
lity of the war, will sooner or latter fall upon those who have 
provoked it. Such a war would really be the war only of the 
British ministry, against the French republic ; and fhould this 
truth appear for a moment doubtful, it would not perhaps be 
impofsible for France to render it soon evident to a nation, 
which in giving its confidence, never renounced the exercise of 
reason, and its respect for justice and truth. 

“ Such are the instructions which the undersigned has re- 
eeived orders to communicate officially to Lord Grenville, in- 
viting him, as well as all the council of his Britannic majesty, 
to weigh, with the most serious attention, the deliberations 
and demands which they contain. It is evident that the 
French nation desires to preserve peace with England. It 
proves this, by endeavouring with candour and opennefs to 
remove every suspicion which so many pafsions and various 
prejudices are continually labouring to excite against it; but 
the more it fhall have done to convince all Europe of the pu- 
rity of its views, and the rectitude of its intentions, the great- 
er right it will have to a claim of not being longer misun- 
derstood. The undersigned has orders to demand a written 
answer to the present note; he hopes that the ministers of his Bri- 
tannic majesty will be induced, by the explanations which it con- 
tains, to adopt ideas favourable to a good understanding betweea 
the two nations; and will have no occasion, im order to re- 
turn to them, to consider the terrible responsibility of a de- 
elaration of a war, which would incontestibly be their work ; 
the consequences of which could be. only fatal to both coun- 
tries, and to all mankind; and in which a generous and free 
people could not long consent to betray their own interests, 
py serv'ng to afsist and support a tyrannical coalition,” 

Lord Grenville’s answer deferred tll our next. 
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STATE PAPER. 


Answer of the right honurable lord Grenville to M. Chauvelin's 


note, given in our last. 
Whiteball, Dec.’13- 1792. 


“ ] wave received, Sir, from you a note, in which, stiling 
vourself minister plenipotentiary of France, you communicate 
to me, as the king’s secretary of state, the instructions which 
you state to have yourself received from the executive council 
of the French republic. You are not ignorant, that since the 
unhappy events of the tenth of August, the king has thought 
proper td suspend all official communication with France. 
You are yourself no otherwise accredited to the king, than 
in the name of his most Christian majesty. The proposition of 
receiving a minister accredited by any other authority or 
power in France, would be a new question, which, whenever it 
occurred, the king would have the right to decide according 
to the interests of his subjects, his own dignity, and the re- 
gard which he owes to his allies, and to the general system 
of Europe. I am therefore to inform you, Sir, in exprefs 
and formal terms, that I acknowledge you in no other public 
character than that of minister from his most Christian majesty ; 
and that consequently you cannot be admitted to treat with 
the king’s ministers, in the quality, and_under the form, sta- 
ted in your note, 

“ But observing that you have entered into explanations of 
some of the circumstances which have given to England such 
strong grounds of uneasinefs and jealousy, and that you speak of 
these explanations as being of a nature to bring our two coun- 
tries nearer, I have been unwilling to convey to you the noti- 
fication stated above, without, at the same time, explaining 
myself clearly and distinctly om the subject of what you have 
communicated to me, though under a form which is neither 
regular nor official. 

“* Your explanations are confined to three points. 

“ The first-is that of the decree of the National Convention 
of the 19th of November, in the exprefsions of whieh all Eng- 
land saw the formal declaration of a design to extend univer- 
sally the new'principles of government adopted in France ; and 
to encourage disorder and revolt in all countries, even in those 
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which are neutral. If this interpretation which you represetn 
as injurious to the Convention, could admit of any doubt, it is 
bat too well justified by the conduct of the Convention itself 
And the application of these principles to the king’s dominions 
has been fhown unequivocally, by the public reception given 
to the promoters of sedition in this country, and by the 
Speeches made to them precisely at the time of this decree, 
and since, on several different occasions. 

“Yet, notwithstanding all these preofs, supported by other 
circumstances which are but too notorious, it would have beer 
with pleasure that we fhould have seen here such explanations, 
and such a conduct, as would have satisfied the dignity and 
honour of* England, with respect to what has already pafsed, 
and would have offered a sufficient security in future for the 
maintenance of that respect towards the rights, the govern- 
ment, and the tranquillity of neutral pewers, which’ they have 
on every account a right to expect. 

“Neither this satisfaction, nor this security, is found in the 
terms of an explanation, which still declares to the promoters 
of sedition. im every country, what are the cases in which they 
may count beforehand on the support and succour of France ; 
and which reserves'to that country the right of mixing herself 
in our internal affairs, whenever the thall judge it proper ; 
sand on principles incompatible with the political institutions of 
tall the countries of Europe. No one can avoid perceiving 
thow much.a declaration like this is calculated to encourage dis- 
order and revolt in every country. No one can be ignorant 
how contrary it is tothe respect which is reciprocally due from 
independent nations; nor how repugnant to those principles 
which the; king has followed, on his part, by abstaining at all 
times fromyany interference whatever with the internal affairs 
of, France. And this contrast is alone sufficient to: thew, ‘not 
only that England cannot consider such an explanation as sa- 
ttisfactory, but that fhe must look upon it as a frefh avowal of 
those, dispositions which fhe sees with so just an uneasinefs and 
jealousy. 

“I proceed to the two other points. of. your explanation, 
‘which concern the general disposition of France with regard 
‘to the allies.of Great Britain, and the conduct iof the Conven- 
tion and its officers relative to the Scheldt.. The declaration 
-which you there make, ‘‘ that France will not attack Holland 
as-long as.that:p ower fhail observe an exact neutrality,” is con- 
ceived nearly in the same terms with that which you was 
charged.to make in the name of his most Christian majesty in 
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the month of June last. Since that first: declaration: «was 
made, an officer, stating himself to be employed in the service 
of France, has openly violated both the territory amd»neutrality 
of the republic, in going up to Scheldt to attack the eitade lof 
Antwerp, notwithstanding the determination of the »govern- 
ment not to grant this pafsage, and the formal -protest by which 
they opposed it. Since the same declaration was made,» the 
Con vention has thought itself authorised to annul the rights of 
the republic, exercised within the limits of’ its. own territory, 
and enjoyed bgijyirtue of the same treaties by which her inde- 
pendence is secured. And at the very moment, when, under 
the name of an amicable explanation, you renew to mein the 
same terms the promise of respecting the independence and the 
rights of England and her allies, you announce -to-me, that 
those in whose name you speak, intend to maintain these 
open and injurious aggrefsions. 

“ It is not certainly on such a declaration as this, that any 
reliance can be placed for the continuance of public trap- 
quillity. 

“ But I am unwilling tg leave without a more - particular 
reply, what you say on the subject of the Sheldt. “If it-were 
true that this question is in itself of little importance, this 
would:only serve to prove more clearly, that it- was brought 
forward only for the purpose of insulting the allies of England 
by the‘infraction of their neutrality, and by the violation of 
their rights, which the faith of treaties obliges us to. maintain, 
But you cannot be ignorant, that here the utmost importance 
is attached to those principles which France withes to establifh 
by this proceeding, and to those consequences which would 
naturally result from them ; and that not only those principles, 
and those consequences, will never be admitted by England, 
but that fhe is, and ever will -be, ready to oppose them with 
all her force. 

** France can have no right to annul the stipulations relative 
to the Scheldt, unlefs fhe have also the right to set aside equal- 
ly all the other treaties between all the powers of Europe, and. 
all the other rights of England, or. of her allies.. She can have 
no pretence to interfere in the question of opening of the Scheldt, 
unlefs the were the sovereign of the Low Countries, or had: the 
right to dictate laws toall Europe. . 

** England never will consent that France fhall .arrogate the 
power of annulling at her pleasure, and under the pretence of a 
pretended natural tight, of which fhe makes herself the only 
judge, the political system of Europe, establifhed by solemn trea~ 
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es, and guaranteed by the consent of all the powers. This 

government, adhering to the maxims which it has followed for 
more than a century, will also never see with indifference that 
France fhall make herself, either directly or indirectly, sovereign 
of the /ow countries, or general arbitrefs of the rights and li- 
berties of Europe. If France is really desirous of maintaining 
friendthip and peace with England, the must thew herself dispo- 
sed to renounce: her views of aggrefsion and aggrandisement, 
and to confine herself within her own territory, without - 
sulting other governments, without disturbing their tranquillity, 
without violating their rights. : 

“* With respect to that character of ill will which is endea- 
voured to be found in the conduct of England towards France, 
I cannot discufs it, because you speak of it in general terms on- 
ly, without alleging a single fact. All Europe has seen the jus- 
tice and the generosity which have characterised the conduct of 
the king: his majesty has always been desirous of peacc ; he de- 
sires it still, but such as may be real, and solid, and consistent 
with the interests and dignity of his own dominions, and with 
the general security of Europe. 

“ On the rest of your paper I say nothing, Asto what relates to 
me andto my colleagues, the king’s ministers owe to his majesty 
the account of their conduct ; and I have no answer to give to 
you on the subject, any more than on that of the appeal which 
you propose’to make to the Englifh nation. This nation, ac- 
cording to that constitution by which its liberty and prosperity 
are secured, and which it will always be able to defend against 
every attack, direct or indirect, will never have, with foreign 
powers connection or correspondence, except through the or- 
gan of its king; of aking whom it loves and reveres, and who 
has never for an instant separated his rights, his interests, and 
his happinefs, from the rights, the interest, and the happinefs of 
his people. GrenvILLE.” 


IRISH PARLIAMENT. 

On Wednesday Jan. 9. the Irith parliament met, and wa, 
opened with a speech from the lord lieutenant, requesting thei, 
concurrence for an augmentation of forces. The subject wa, 
unanimously agreed to come under immediate consideration 
and an addrefs was moved to. be presented to his majesty on 
the occasion, 
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 6. 1793+ 


Foreicn. 


France.—Trial of the hing. 


THIS momentous trial we must state with as much ‘brevity 2s 
is consistent with that distinctnefs which its importance me- 
rits. 

Monday, Fan. 14. The Procefs Verbal and the preliminary 
businefs being dispatched, the Convention, about twelve o’clock, 
pafsed to the order of the day. 

After a long and very warm debate on the main subject, it 
was determined that they fhould proceed to the Appeal Nomi- 
aal on the three following questions : 

1. Is Louis Capet guilty of high treason ? 

u. If the judgement, whatever it might be, was to be sub- 
mitted to the people ? 

111. What punifhment was to be inflicted on ‘him ? 


Tuesday, Fan. 15. The Convention proceeded to the vote‘on 
the first question. 

The mode of voting was by each member, called upon in 
alphabetical order of the Departments, mounting the ‘Tribune, 
and declaring his opivion, “ Yés, or No.” Some prefaced it 
with a fhort speech, afsigning their reasons. 

The result of this Appeal Nominal was, that Louis was pro- 
nounced by an immense majority, “ Guity os Consprracy 
acainst THE Liserty or THe Nation, anp Hicu Treason 
AGAINST THE Strats.” 

Out ef seven hundred and forty- five, whose names were Ca'e 
led over, six hundred and ninety- -three voted for the ailirma- 
tive ; twenty-five were not present ; and twenty-six confined 
themselves to some observations on the case.- Of those who 
did vote, several observed that they gave their opinions as le» 
gislators and not as judges. 

A great part of the Alsembly ifsued a murmur of indigna- 
tion at seeing M. Egalité, heretofore duke of Orleans, as- 
cend the Tribune, and declare himself in the affirmative ; in- 
stead of either absenting himself from the Convention, or de- 
clining to vote, oa account of his affinity to the prisoner. 

VOL. xiii. ¢ 
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Between five and six o’clock they proceeded to the Appeal 
Nominal on the second question ; which terminated in a man- 
ner extremely different from what was the general expectation 
in Paris. 

The deputies in general delivered their opinions with beco- 
ming gravity, some of them prefacing their vote, as before, 
with a fhort introductory speech ; but the violence and party 
rage of others, gave an occasional interruption to the solemnity 
of the proceedings. 

M. Egalité again fhewed his disregard of all decorum, by as- 
cending the Tribune, and declaring against the-Appeal, with 
as much indifference as be pronounced on the guilt of Louis. 

“It was not till midnight that the Appeal Nominal was over 

Of the deputies present, the number were, ‘ 

Against the Appeal to the People - - — 426 
— 28 

The president, in consequence, pronounced the ml of the 
Convention, “ That there /hould be no Appeal to the people.” 

Of the members who did not vote, thirty were absent on 
commifsions, ten made excuses, three were sick, and three ab. 
sent without cause afsigned. 


Wednesday, Jan. 16. At one o’clock the Convention proceeded 
to the Appeal Nominal on the third question, which occupied 
their attention the whole of that day. 


The Appeal Nominal on the question, “* What puni/bment 
ought to be inflicted on Louis Capet ?” continued without inter- 
mifsion through the whole of the preceding night, each mem- 
ber afsigning reasons for his opinion. The most remarkable 
were as follow : 

Garran DE Covton——“ I am of opinion, that we cannot ex- 
ercise, at the same time, the functions of Accusers, Judges, and 
Jury. The people did not delegate to us the right of pronouns 
cing without their ratification. I consider that to be tyranny, 

- when men place themselves above that ever sacred law, the so- 
vereignty of people. I respect the opinions of those who en- 
tertain sentiments different from mine, but I cannot adopt 
them.” 

J. B. Lacasre, du Cantal.--“‘ The tyrant, while alive, is 
like a light house to our internal and external enemies—-whean 
dead, he will be a terror to the combined kings, and to their sa- 
tellites. His ghost will disconcert the projects of traitors, put 
an end to faction and distuzbance, give peace to the republic, 
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end at length destroy thoce prejudices which have tco long dis- 
turbed mankind. The tyrant has been declared guilty of the 
greatest of crimes,—of attempting ta enslave the nation. The 
law pronounces death against such an attempt. Submiisive to 
the law, I vote for death.” 

RopersrierreE——‘*‘ Because you have establifhed yourselves 
the judges of Louis, without the usual forms, are you lefs his 
judges? vou cannot separate your quality of judge from that 
of legislator. These two qualities are indivisible. You have 
acknowledged the crimes of the tyrant ;—it is’ your duty to 
punifh them. No consideration fhould make you hesitate res- 
pecting the punifhment reserved for the greatest criminal that 
ever existed. I vote for the punifhment of death.” 

Danton—*“ I am not one of those statesmen who know not 
how to determine but from political considerations; I am a 
republican; and do not hesitate respecting the choice of that 
punifhment reserved for Louis the last. You ought to strike 
a terror into tyrants by an inflexibility of character. I vote 
for the punifhment of death.” . 

Rosert—“ I vote for death ; and if any regret remains to 
me, it is, that my competence does not extend to all tyrants. 
I would condemn them all to death.” 

Barrere—“ The tree ef liberty does not flourifh, unlefs 
moistened with the blocd of kings. I-vote for death.” 

Ecatrre—“ Those who have made, or may make attempts 
against the sovereignty of the people, deserve death. I vote 
for death.” 

Littery— My constituents have not-delegated to me the 
absurd power of being both accuser and judge. I cannot there- 
fore in this cause exercise the functions of both these charac- 
ters. Besides, I am convinced that the restoration of royalty 
will become impofsible if you preserve the life of Louis. His 
sun cannot become dzngerous while éducated under the igno- 
miny of his father. We are continually told of a powerful 
faction ; a faction who aspire at tyranny. Let that faction be 
fhewn to us, and we will combat them with courage. I vote 
for the continement of Louis. 

Conporcet—“ I declare that no eircumstance except the 
present could induce me to pronounce sentence of death agaist 
any one. I request that the severest punifhment next to death, 
may be inflicted on Louis; but in case death fhall be pronoun. 
ced against him, I request that the political consideration pre. 
sented by Mahle, wz. ‘ Whether the puvifhment ought to 
be aecelerated or retarded ?? may be discufsed.” 
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Baxsanovux—“ I vote for the death of the tyrant. In a few 
moments I fhall vote for the expulsion of his family.” [This 
has not yet happened. ] 

Satte——“ Nothing at present remains to us but to choose 
the evils of our country. Louis luckily leaves, of all his rele- 
tions, that one who is most calculated to inspire us with dis- 
gust for royalty. 

Tuomas Parse—*“ I vote for the provisional confinement of 
Louis, and for his expulsion after the war.” 

Barissor—“* It would have been desirable that the punith- 
ment to be inflicted on Louis fhould have been pronounced 
by the whole nation. It would have been the best method of 
carrying along with us the sentiments of the neighbouring nati- 
ons, and of defeating the projects of the tyrants of Europe, 
who desire the punifhment of Louis, in order more succefsfully 
to excite indignation and hatred against the National Conventi- 
on. But as the Afsembly have thought proper to reject the 
appeal to the people, I am now of opinion, that the only way of 
avoiding the dangers which threaten us, is to pronounce the pu- 
nifhment of‘ death against Louis, and defer its execution to the 
moment when the people fhall have sanctioned the constitution 
which we fhall present them, I know that, in some sense, the 
opinion which I deliver may be calumniated ; I have only to 
offer, in reply to my. enemies, my honourable poverty. The 
moment perhaps is not distant, when I fhall bequeath it to my 
children; but while I live, I will exert myself with all my 
power for the maintenance of order, without which, a repub- 
lic can only be a combination of ruffians. I declare as a man 
who has profound knowledge of our succefs, of our resources, 
and of those of the powers who threaten us, that we have no- 
thing to fear from kings, and their satellites; and, | add, that 
if we do not destroy that system of disorganization, which has 
raised its audacious head, the republic is lost.” 

The Appeal Nominal was terminated at six o’clock; then 
Salles, the secretary, presented himself at the Tribune to read let- 
ters. Several members demanded what those letters were ? The 
president said the first was from the defenders ef Louis Capet ; 
and the second from the minister of foreign affairs; to which 
was subjoined one fromthe Spanith ambafsador. 

The Afsemby closed the discufsion by pafsing to the order of 
the day on the letter of the envoy of Spain. 

Roserspierre opposed the admifsion of the defenders of 
the accused, The Afsembiy decreed that they fhould be ad. 
mitted after the resnlt of the Appeal Nominal should be pro- 
claimed. 
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Garanp demanded of the Afsembly to decide what fhould 
be the nature of the suffrages of those who had voted for 
death with restrictions? He thought that their opinion for 
death ought to be reckoned a formal opinion, reserving for a 
further discufsion on the proposed restrictions. 

The opinion was adopted. 

Before the result of the scrutiny could be proclaimed, 2 
deputy whe had been absent from. indisposition, demanded te 
give his opinion. This demand excited some noise. A 
member said, in a low tone, that the majority had only one 
voice. At that moment, Manuel, the secretary, was prepa- 
ring to depart. A great number of members called out, that 
he ought to be arrested that he was suspected of having 
withed to deceive the Afsembly on the result of the Appeal No- 
minal. 

Tranquillity was at length restored in the Afsembly. ‘The 
tumult had been so great a few minutes before, es to force the 
president to put on his hat. The deputy who kad been 
indisposed, voted for detention and banifhment. 

The president announced, that he was going to proclaim 
the result of the Appeal Nominal. The most profound silence 
prevailed for several minutes. He said, 

“ The Afsembly is composed of 745 members——one of 
these is dead, six indisposed, two absent without cause, and 
-censured in the minutes conformable to the decree, eleven ab- 
sént upon commifsions, and four who do not vote, making, 
in all, twenty-three members, who have given no opinion. 
The number of votes is thus reduced to 721. In order that 
there may be a majority, it is necefsary that there fhould be 
an union of 361 suffrages. ‘Twenty-one members have voted 
for death, with the demand of a discufsion on the period of 
his execution; one has voted for death, with the reserve of 
its commutation or delay ; two for death, not to be carried 
"into execution till peace, unlefs in the case of invasion of the 
French territory, in which instance, to be inflicted within 
tiventy-four hours after s.-h invasion has taken place ; two 
for chains; 319 for imprisonment and banifhment ; 366 for 
death !” 

The president then, lowering the tone of his voice, amidst 
the most profound and awful silence, proceeded to pronounce 
‘the following sentence : 

“ J declare, then, in the name of the Convention, that the 
punifhment which it pronounces against Louis Capet is—— 
DEATH!” é' 
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The three defenders of Louis Capet were then admitted to 
the bar. One of them, Deseze, said, 

“ Citizens, representatives, the law and the decrees have 
entrusted to us the sacred function of the defence of Louis. 
We come, with regret, to present to you the last act of our 
function. Louis has given to us his exprefs charge to read 
to you a letter signed with his own hand, of which the follow- 
ing is a copy : 
, ed Letter from Louts. 

“ T owe to my honour, I owe to my family, not to subscribe 
to a sentence which declares me guilty of a crime with which 
I cannot accuse myself. In consequence, I appeal to the na- 
tion from the sentence of its representatives ; and I commit, 
by these presents, to the fidelity of my defenders, to make 
known to the National Convention this appeal by all the 
means in their power, and to demand that mention of it be 
made in the minutes of their sittings. 

Given at Paris, Jan. 16. 1793. (Signed) Lours.” 


Dessze then resumed the discourse. He reminded the Af- 
sembly, that the decree of death had only been pronounced 
.by a majority of five voices, while the other part of the afsembly 


were of opinion, that the safety of the country required an- 
other decision. He warmly conjured them to examine anew the 
question of appeal, and to grant to humanity, to the interest 
of the state, all that justice might not seem imperiously to 
claim, 

Troncnet, another of the defenders of Louis Capet, protest- 
ed against the decree, by which the Afsembly had declared 
that the sentence fhould be pafsed, like its other decrees, by 
an absolute majority. He demanded the repeal of the de- 
cree, observing that as the penal code had served as the basis of 
the opinion of those who had pronounced the punifhment of 
death, the Afsembly ought, conformably to that code, not to 
pronounce the punifhment except by two-thirds of the voices. ~ 

Lamaicnon- Mauesuerses, the third counsel of Louis, beg- 
ged the Convention to aliow him till to morrow to present 
some observations on that kind of majority, which to him 
seemed necefsary, before sentence fhould have been pronoun- 
ced. He regretted that he could not speak extempore with 
sufficient facility to enable him to explain his ideas. 

The president informed the counsel, that the Convention 
would take their requests into consideration, and invited them 


to the honours of the sitting. 
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On a motion made by Roberspierre, the Convention de- 
creed, 

1. That the appeal interposed by Louis Capet is null, be- 
ing contrary to the rights of the people, and to the power of 
national representation ; and that all citizens are forbidden 
to support this appeal under pain of being punifhed as dis- 
turbers of public tranquillity. 

u. That there are no grounds for attending to the remon- 
strances of the counsel of Louis, in regard to the nature of 
the majority which pafsed sentence upon him. 

The discufsion of the question, whether it would be proper 
to suspend the execution of the sentence pafsed against Louis 
Capet, was adjourned to next day. 

The Convention rose at eleven at night, after ‘a sitting 
which continued thirty-six hours, 


Saturday, Fan. #9. M. Cuoupiev called for the order of the day, 
and it was decreed, that the afsembly thould not separate till this 
question was decided, viz.— Shall the execution of the sentence 
against-Louis xvr. be suspended, or not, till the 15th of Fe- 
bruary next? But after some debates, it was put in this man- 
ner: Shall there be a suspension or not ? 

It was determined, after some debate, to proceed to the Ap- 
peal Nominal, on the question, Whether there was to be a re- 
spite or not to the execution of Louis? The members were 
permitted simply to say, Yes, or No. 

The Appeal Nominal lasted till two o’clock in the morning, 
Of 748 members, only 690 voted, Of this number 380 were 
against the respite, and 310 for it. It was therefore rejected 
by a majority of seventy. 

The president, on the numbers being declared, pronounced 
the decree : 

“* That no delay could take place, there being a majority 
of thirty-eight voices for the execution of the sentence, at the 
expiration of twenty-four hours.” 

After which a melancholy silence prevailed for some time 
in the afsembly. 

Camsaceres afterwards made the following propositions, 
which were decreed by the Afsembly. 

“‘ The decree which dooms Louis, the last king of the French, 
to death, fhall be instantly sent to the executive council, who 
are charged with the notification of it in the course of the day 
to Louis, and with the execution of it within twenty-four 
hours after the notification, 
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«* The council will take, for the execution of the decree, ‘al! 
the measures of general safety that may appear neeefsary ; and 
for this act of national justice being accompanied with all due 
solemnity, it is injoined to the municipality of Paris, te suf- 
fer Louis to communicate with his family, and to have such 
ministers of religion as he may think proper to communicate 
with in his last moments, F 


Jan. 20. The minister of justice informed the Convention, 
“‘ That the executive council had been summoned, and afsem- 
bled early this morning, for the execution of the decree re- 
lative to Louis Capet, of which two copies had been 
transmitted to the hotel of the minister of justice. The 
council had called to its afsistance the department, the mayor, 
the commandant general, and public «accuser of the publi¢ 
tribunal. After having concerted, along with these, the mea- 
sure of execution, the minister of justice, president of the 
the executive council, a member of council, the secretary, 
and two members of the department, went together to the 
temple.” 

At two o’clock they were brought to Louis, to whom the 
minister of justice, president of the executive council, said, 
“ Louis, the executive council has been charged to notify to 
you, the extract of the minutes of the National Convention, 
dated the 15th, 17th, and 1gth of this month, which the se- 
cretary will now read to you.”=—-——-The secretary of the exe- 
¢utive council proceeded to read these three extracts. 

Louis answered by reading a written paper signed with hig 
own hand. After having heard this paper, “‘ I answered, (con- 
tinued the minister of justice,) that we thould deliberate on the 
object of his demands. We retired; and as we were of opi- 
nion that we could not decide alone on the conduct proper to 
be adopted, we returned to the council, which decreed, that 
we fhould submit to you the writing delivered by Louis to the 
deputation, of which I fhall now read you a copy. 


The last requests of Louts. 
“* T demand a delay of three days, in order to make the ne- 

cefsary preparations to appear in the presence of God.—— I 

demand for that purpose to send for and to see freely the per- 

son whom I fhall mention ; the person whom I demand is 

_ Eschevaux de Fermont,—he lodges at No. 483, Rue de 
acq. 
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«« } demand that his person be secured from all-distarbance, 
from all apprehension, on account of the last offices of charity 
which he thall render me. 

“*- I demand to be freed from that perpetual inspection, 
which the Council General has establifhed over me for some 
months. 

‘* I demand in this interval, to be able to see my family as 
often as I fhall request, and without witnefs. 

** IT would ‘request, that the National Convention would 
immediately proceed to deliberate on the fate of my family, 
and permit them to retire freely, wherever it may think pro. 

er. 
we I recommend to the nation all the persons who were at- 
tached to me. There are many of them who have expended 
all their fortunes to purchase places under the new government, 
and who, having now lost their sole dependance, must be in 
circumstances of want. Among my pensioners were many 
aged and indigent persons, who had no other means of support 
except the pension which I gave them. 

Done at the Temple, Fan. 20. 1793- (Signed) Lours.” 


‘These demands were all rejected. 


Proclamation of the Provisional Executive Council, 
Fan. 20. Second year of the Republic. 

The Provisional Executive Council, deliberating on the mea- 
sures to be taken for the execution of the decree of the Na- 
tional Convention of the 15th, 17th, 19th, and 20th of Janu- 
ary 1793, enacted the following*regulations : 

I. The execution of the sentence of Louis Capet fhall 
take place to-morrow. 

II. The place of execution fhall be La Place de Revoluti- 
on, ci-devant.Louis xv. between the pedestal and the Champs- 
E lisces, . 

III. Louis Capet thall set out from the Temple at eight 
o’clock in the morning, so that the execution fhall take place 
at noon. 

IV. The Commifsioners ef the Department.of Paris, the 
Commifsioners of the Municipality, and Members of the 
Criminal Tribunal, fhall afsist at the-execution. ‘he Secretary 
Register of the Tribunal fhall draw up the miautes, and the said 
Commifsioners and Members of the Tribunal, as soon as the 
execution is over, fhall come to give an account to the Coun- 
VOL. Xiii. 
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cil, who thall continue in a state of permanent sitting during 
the whole day. 
By the Provisional Executive Council, 
Rottanp, Cravier, Moncs, 
Le Brun, Garar, Pacue, 


EXECUTION OF LOUIS THE SIXTEENTH. 


Report made to the Commons of Paris of particulars attending the 

Execution of Louis xvt. 

The proclamation of the Provisional Executive Council re- 
lative to his execution, had hardly been notified to Louis, 
before he requested permifsion to confer with his family. 
The Commifsioners testifying their embarrafsment at this re- 
quest, proposed to him that his family fhould be brought inta 
his apartment, to which he agreed. His wife, his children, 
and his sister accordingly came and conferred together in the 
room in which he was accustomed to dine. This interview 
lasted two hours and a half; their conversation was very ear- 
nest. After his family had retired, Louis told the Com- 
mifsioners, that he had been obliged to use strong language to 
his wife. 

His family had afked, whether they might not ste him again 
in the morning. To this he made no answer, and madame 
Elizabeth saw him no more. Louis cried out in his chamber 
“* Oh, the murderers! the murderers!” Addrefsing herself to 
the son, Marie Antoinette said, *‘ Learn by the misfortunes 
of your father not to avenge his death.” 

The morning of his execution, Louis afked for scifsars to 
cut his hair, they were refused him. 

When they took away his knife, he exclaimed, ‘“ Do they 
think me base enough to destroy myself?” 

The Commandant General and the Commifsioners of the 
Commine ascended, at half past eight o’clock in the morning, 
to the apartment of Louis, and signified to him the order 
which they had received, to conduct him to the place of exe- 
cution.- Louis required three minutes with his confefsor, 
which were readily granted. Immediately after, Louis pre- 
sented a packet to one af the Commifsioners, with an entreaty 
to convey it to the Council General of the Commune. 

Jacques Roux, the citizen to whom Louis addrefsed him- 
self, answered, that he could not take charge of it, because 
his mifsion was only to conduct him to execution; bu: he 
engaged one of his colleagues, who was on duty in the ‘'em- 
ple, to do what Louis desired ; with wkich he was satisfied, 
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Louis thén told the Commandant General, that he was rea” 
dy ; and in going out of his apartment, he begged the Muni- 
cipal Officers to recommend to the Commune, the persons who 
had been in his service ; and to beg, that he would give his va- 
let de chambre Clery, a situation under the queen—correc- 
ting himself, he said, “ under ‘my wife.” They answered 
Louis, that an account would be given of what he required to 
the Commune. 

Louis crofsed on foot the first court 3 in the second he 
mounted into a carriage, in which were his Confefsor and two 
Officers of the Gensdarmerie. The Executigner awaited him at 
the Place de la Revolution. The whole traim moved along the 
Boulevards to the place of execution, wheré Louis arrived at 
ten minutes after ten o’clock. He undrefsed himself, mounted 
the scaffold with firmnefs and courage, and fhewed an incli- 
nation to harangue the people ; but the Executioner of Cri- 
minal Justice, by the order of General Santere, and by sound 
of drum, gave him notice that he was only to receive his sen- 
tence. 

The head of Louis was then struck off ; and being exhibit. 
ed, a thousand cries were heard of Vive /a Natton, Vive la Re- 
publique Frangoise! Some volunteers dipt their pikes, others 
their handkerchiefs, in the blood of the tyrant. The body 
was immediately conveyed to the Church de la Magdelaine, 
where it. was buried among the persons who perithed on the 
day of his marriage, and the Swifs who were mafsacred on the 
roth of August. ‘The grave in which the body was deposi- 
ted, was fourteen feet deep, and seven in width. 

Further particulars. 

' His majesty wore a great Coat, of the fafhion of those which 
are commonly worn without other coats by the French, of a 
dark colour, black silk breeches and stockings 5 altogether neat, 
and his hair was drefsed. 

Every account states, that he advanced towards the awful 
apparatus with a calmnefs which astonifhed every one. He ~ 
looked round upon the multitude, as if desirous to addrefs 
them. 

When he prepared to speak, all was for a moment silent ; 
the military music stopped, till ordered again to proceed by 
the savage directors of the sacrifice, and the voice of the dy- 
ing king was droWned in clamour: However, he was heard 
distinctly to pronounce, “ I dis innocent I forgive. ” 

The king is said to have declared with his last breath to 
those immediately about him, that he sincerely accepted the 


Constitution, 
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After the executiom his mortal part was’ carried to the 
burying ground of La Magdelaine. ‘To accelerate the difsolu- 
tion of his body, lime was thrown into his grave. Guards 
Were placed to prevent his being taken away in the night. 

Louis was born the 23d of August 1754. He began his 
reign on the roth of May 1774; was driven from the Thuil- 
leries the 10th of August 1792 ;. thrown into prison the 14th, 
and dethroned the 22d of September following. He has 
reigned eighteen years and three. months. 

Considering that he-was pronounced inviolable by the Con- 
stitution, and that no punifhment could be inflicted upon him, 
but forfeiture of his crown considering that he was not 
tried according to the determined forms of the criminal code 
——considering that a part of the adduced evidence, such as 
it was, was with-held———considering that the offices of judge 
and jury cannot be united ; and that the appeal to the people; 
whose Sov. ereignty was pronounced the sole authority by which 
monarchy had been abolifhed, and the monarch brought to 
judgement, was set aside we can but conclusively _con- 
sider that Louis the xvi. has died a martyr,—and be his blood 
upon the heads of his murderers! 


Letter from M. Aursdeneste, respecting the condemnation of 

Louis xvi. 

The following letter was sent to all the Paris Journals on 
the day of the condemnation of the deceased monarch, and 
inserted in the greater part of them. 

“ To all the Journalists. 

* Penetrated with horror, I declare as a simple French citi- 
zen, that, according to my opinion, the sentence of the Na- 
tional Convention, which condemns: to death the cz-devant 
king, Louis xvi zs both infamous and iniquitous. I conceive that 
the public will is sufficient to absolve me from the oath which 
attached me to our constitution ; but a retroactive effect, ccn- 
trary to my oaths, can be no other than a perjury. I protest 
against the impunity of the mafsacres committed in the month 
of September. 

“ This is what my conscience impofses on me as.a duty to 
publith; *tis what I with to transmit to my contemportaries, and 
from generation to generation, to the latest posterity. 

Paris, Thursday nizbt, Francois AursDENEST£. 


‘Jan. 17. 1793. (Of the Island of Rhe.) 
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Last Will and Testament of Louis, as found in the Temple, and de- 
hivered by the Commifstoners to the Commune.of Paris. 


In the name of the Holy Trinity, the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost ; this day, the 21st day of December 1792, I Louis XVI. 
of that name, king of France, having been for more than four 
months fhut up with my family in the ‘Tower of the Temple at 
Paris, by those who were my subjects, and deprived of every 
kind of communication with my family since the 11th of this 
month ; and being moreover involved ina trial, of which, 
from the pafsions of mankind, it is impofsible to foresee the 
event, and for which neither pretext nor precedent can be found 
in any existing law; having no witnefs of my thoughts but 
God, and no one but him to whom I can addrefs myself, I here 
declare, in !.is presence, my last will and sentiments. 

I leave my soul to God, my Creator: I implore him to re- 
ceive it in his mercy, and not to judge it according to its me- 
rits, but according to those of our Lord Jesus Christ, who of- 
fered himself as a sacrifice to God, his Father, for us men, un- 
worthy as we were, and especially myself. I die in the Com- 
munion of our Catholic, Apostolic, and Roman Mother Church, 
which holds its powers by an uninterrupted succefsion from St 
Peter, to whom Jesus Christ had entrusted them. I firmly be- 
lieve, and I confefs, all that is contained in the commandments 
of God and the chureh—in the sacraments and mysteries 
which the church teaches, and has always taught. I have ne- 
ver presumed to make myself a judge as to the different man- 
ners of explaining the doctrines which divide the church of 
Jesus Christ; but. I have always referred myself, and fhall 
always vefer myself, if God fhall grant me life, to the decisions 
which the,superior ecclesiastics united to the hely catholic 
church give, and hall give, conformably to the discipline of the 
church, followed since Jesus Christ. ~ 

I lament with my whole heart our brethern who may be 
in error; but I do not presume to judge them: and I do not 
the lefs love them all in Jesus Christ, agreeably to what Christ- 
ian charity teaches us. 

I implore God to pardon me all my sins. I have endea- 
voured scrupulously to know them, to detest them, and to 
humble myself in his presence. 

Not having it in my power to avail myself of the ministry 
of a Catholic priest, | implore God to receive the confefsion 
which I have made to him; and, above all, my profound re- 
pentance for having put my name (although it was contrary 
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to my will) to those acts which may be contrary to the discip- 
line; and the belief of the Catholic church, to which I have 
always remained sincerely united in my heart. 1} implore 
God to receive the firm resolution I entertain, fhould he grant 
me life, to avail myself, as soon as it fhall be in my power, of 
the ministry of a Catholic priest,to accuse myself-ef_all my sins, 
and to receive the sacrament of penitence. 

I beseech all those whom by inadvertence I may have of- 
fended (for I do not recollect ever knowingly to have commit- 
ted an offence against any one,) or those to whom I may have 
given a bad example, or occasion for scandal, to pardon me the 
evil which they think I may have done them. 

I beseech all those who have charity, to unite their 
prayers to my own, to obtain from God the pardon of my 
sins. 

I pardon, with my whole heart, those who have made them- 
selves my énemies, without my having given them any cause ; 
and I pray to God, that he will pardon them, as well as those 
who, ‘by a false zeal, or by a zeal ill understood, have done me 
much evil. 

I recommend to God, my wife, my children, my sister, my 
aunts, my brothers, and all those who are attached to me by 
the ties of blood, or in any other manner whatsoever. 

I especially implore God to cast the eyes of his mercy up- 
on my wife, .my children, and my sister, who have for so long 
a time suffered with me,—to support them by his grace, fhould 
they happen to lose me, so long as they fhall remain in this _pe- 
rifhable world. 

I recommend my children to my wife; I have never doubted 
of her maternal tendernefs for them. I recommend to her to 
make them good Christians, and honest ; to induce them to 
consider the grandeurs of this world (thould they be condem- 
ned to make trial of them) asno other than dangerous and pe- 
rifhable pofsefsions ; and to turn their view to the only solid and 
curable glory of eternity. 

I beseech my sister to be pleased to contirtue her tendernefs 
to my children, and to supply to them the place of mother, 
fhould they have the misfortune to lose their own. 

I beseech my wife to forgive me all those evils which the 
suffers for me, and the uneasinefses which 1 may have given 
her in the course of our union; as fhe may be aisured, that I 
retain nothing in my mind respecting her, fhould fhe :ma- 
gine that fhe has any reason to reproach herself with respect 


to me, 





historical chronicle. XXVii 


I earnestly recommend to my children, after what they owe 
to God, which they ought to consider as prior to every thing 
else, to remain always united among thejnselves, submifsive and 
ebedient to their mother, and grateful to her for all the pains 
the takes for them, and in memory of me. 

I beseech them to .consider my sister as a second mother, 
I recommend to my son, fhould he have the misfortune to be- 
come a king, to reflect that he owes himself entirely to the 
happinefs of his fellow-citizens; that he ought to forget all 
hatred and resentment, and especially all which has a refer- 
ence to the misfortune and miseries which I experience ; that 
he cannot effect the happinefs of his people, but by reigning ac- 
cording to the laws; but that, at the same time, a king can- 
not make those respected, or do the good which is in his heart, 
unlefs he pofsefs the necefsary authority ; and that otherwise, 
being confined in his operations, and commanding no respect, 
he is more hurtful than useful. 

I recommend to my son io take care of all those persons 
who have been attached to me, as far as the circiimstances in 
which he may find himself thali give him an opportunity ; to 
reflect that this ira sacred debt which I have contracted to- 
wards the children or relations of those who have perifhed for 
my sake, and towards those who have become miserable on my 
account. i 

I know there are several persons ia the number of those who 
were attached to me, who have not behared towards me as 
they ought to have done, and who have even fhewn ingra- 
titude towards me; but I forgive them (for, in the moments 
of trouble and effervescence, one is not always master of one’s 
self,) and I beseech my son, fhould he find an opportunity, to 
reflect only on their misfortunes. I with I could here testify 
my thankfulnefs to those who have manifested towards me a 
true and disinterested attachment.—On the one hand, if I have 
been sensibly affected by the ingratitude and disloyaity of those 
to whom I have never acted but with kindneis, as well to 
themselves as to their relations and friends; on the other, 
I have had the consolation to see the voluntary attachment and 
interest which many persons have fhewn me. I beseech them 
to receive all my thanks for this. In the situation in which 
things yet are I thould fear to commit them, were I to speak 
more explicitly; but I especially recommend to my ‘son, 
to seek opportunities of being able to acknowledge them. 

I thould, however, conceive, that I calumniated the senti- 
ments of the nation, were I nut openly to recommend to my 
on M, M. de Chamilly and Hue, whose sincere attachment 
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to me has induced them to thut themselves up with me in this 
sorrowful abode, and who have been in danger of becoming 
the unhappy victims of that attachment. I also recommend 
to him Cleyr, with whose attention I have every reason to be 
satisfied since he has been with me, as he is the person 
who has remained with me to the end. I beseech M. M. de la 
Commune to deliver to him my effects, my -books, my watch, 
and the other little articles of my property, which have been 
deposited with the Cansei de Commune. 

I moreover fully pardon those who have guarded me, the 
ill treatments and hardnefs which they have thought it their 
duty to use towards me. I have found some feellng and 
compafsionate -souls; may these enjoy in their hearts that 
tranquility to which their mode of thinking fhould entitle 
them ! 

I beseech M. M. de Maletherbes,, Tronchet, and Deseze, 
to receive here my utmost thanks, and the exprefsion of my 
sensibility, for all the pains and trouble they have been at on 
my account. 

I conclude by declaring, before God, and being ready to 


appear before him, that I do not reproach ntyself with any of 
those crimes which have been charged against me. 
Duplicates of this instrument made at the Tower of the 
Temple, the 21st Dec. 1792. (signed) LOUIS. 
(inscribed) Bavprais, Municipal officer. 


The Commifsioners of the Temple wrote to the President, 
‘that the widow and sister of Louis Capet, have testified seve- 
ral times an anxious desire to see the Citizen Clery -(the va- 


Jet of. Louss. ) 
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WEBNESDAY, MARCH 6. 1793- 
ForEicn. 


France. 

HE commifsioners of the Temple joined to their letter of 

Jan. 22. in our last chronicle p. xxviii. an extract from the re- 
gisters of the Council ofthe Temple, dated the 21st, by which it 
appeared, that Clery had acknowledged receiving from Louis Ca- 
pet, on the morning of the 21st, a ring on which were inscri- 
bed the letters M. A. A. A. igth April 1770, which Louis had 
charged him to deliver to his wife, observing that it was with 
pain he separated from her; secondly, a silver watch seal, 
opening in three parts, which was to be given to his son ; and 
thirdly, a small paper on which was written, dai of my wife, 
my sister, and my chidren, with orders to give these articles to 
Marie Antoinette, and to afk her pardon for not seeing her 
that morning ; his motive for which, was to spare her the pain 
of so cruel a separation. The Council, after deliberating on 
the subject, left Clery in pofsefsion of the effects, with which 
he was entrusted, till orders fhould be given by the Council 
General, to whom it would be referred. 

[We have never heard that Clery had ever been permitted to 
comply with this last demand of his indulgent. master. ] 

It was announced that seals had been put upon the apart- 
ments occupied in the Tower by Louis Capet. 

Jan. 23. Mr Rolland, the minister of the home department 
who has long acted with his colleagues with reluctance, has at 
last resigned. By a,letter addrefsed to the Convention by him, 
containing his resignation, it appeared, that while he was doing 
every thing in his power to promote good order, one of the 
Deputies had announced in a club, that another insurrection 
was absolutely necefsary ; and further, that he thould inform 
his agents, of the proper time for commencing it. It also ap- 
peared, that it had been méntioned in the same club, by some 
pretended Federists, that if only one more Patriot Deputy 
fhould be afsafsinated, he thould be revenged by the death of 
every individual who voted for an appeal to the people on the 
judgement of the king. 

VOL. XIlh Oo 
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Rolland justified his conduct in manly spirited terms. If it 
be the pleasure of the Afsembly (says he) to transfer the ad- 
ministration of the interior immediately into other hands, I 
fhall receive my prompt release with pleasure ; if I am desired 
to wait till the appointment of a succefsor, I fhall continue to 
do the duties of my office ; but I fhall not attend the council, 
er take any part in its consultations. To-morrow I fhall cause 
copies of the report of my department to be distributed. 
Within three days I fhall give in an account of the money that 
has pafsed through my hands since the first of August [ 
challenge all the severity of the Convention. I remain in Paris 
to answer every charge, and furnifh every document that may be 
required of me. 

M. Rolland’s letter was ordered to be printed and sent to 
the Departments. The Convention ordered the port feu- 
ille of the minister of the interior to be remitted to the mini- 
ster of justice. 

The administration of Britain having refused to treat with 
M. de Chauvelin, as minister from France, and he having 
been ordered to depart from Britain, left London on the 26th 
of January. 

‘Two days afterwards M. Maret arrived in London, said to be 
invested with powers to treat with administration; but after ha- 
ving resided in London about a fortnight, without demanding 
an audience of any of the public ministers of his majesty, or 
opening his commifsion’in any way, he was ordered to leave 
this country, and agreeably to that order, retired. 

Ali friendly communication between Britain and France be- 
ing thus suspended, vigorous preparations for war were im- 
mediately commenced in both countries. From the report of 
Brifsot to the National Convention, on the 30th of January, 
the sentiments of France on this subject may be easily collected. 
The following are extracts from it. 

“‘ The court of England is for war. That hope, cherithed by 
men who saw with horror war between two free nations, the hope 
of preserving peace, is no more. The hostile views of the Ca- 
binet of London are now brought to light ; a perfidious mafk of 
neutrality had long veiled them. The king of Britain now de- 
clares war with you, because he thinks the time is come when 
he’ can display his forces safely, and with impunity against your 
liberty: 

‘ “ He has declared war with you, by ordering your ambafsa- 
dor to leave England in eight days; he has declared it by 
giving public testimonies of grief for the fate of that conspi- 
rator whom you justly ccndemned to die; he has declared it 
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by demanding of the Pa:liament, on the news of that death, 
a considerable augmentation of forces by sea and land. 

“To send away ignominiously the agent of the Republic, and 
to arm on receiving the news of the death of a traitor, is it 
not saying to Europe, to the universe, France has condemned 
Louis as a traitor, and I hold him to be innocent? I see in 
France none but rebels and regicides ! France for ever re- 
nounces kings and royalty, and I will avenge royalty and the 
king 
** Citizens, we must not conceal from you the dangers of this 
new war. You have to combat allthe kings ef Europe by sea 
and land ; the people alone are our allies ; but those people are 
nothing for you, for they are in chains, and these chains must 
first be broken. 

“ All your means are thenin yourselves——your soil, your 
imdsutry, and your courage, must supply the place of what na- 
ture and the circumstances refuse you. 

“The trader, forgetting his commerce, must become a warrior 5 
those who have capitals must employ their funds to support our 
afsignats, and supply the want of money ; the proprietor of land 
and labourer, renouncing all speculation, must furnifh the means 
of abundance during the operations of war ; every citizen, like 
a Roman soldier, must march, not only with his arms, but with 
provisions for a given time; and thus you will defeat the 
calculations of your enemies with respect to the emptinefs of 
your magazines. The great family of Frenchmen must com< 
pose only one army, and all France must form only one camp, 
where nothing but war is talked of——-where no object is 
pursued but war. Above all, you must expect distrefs, and 
prepare yourselves for suffering every species of want; fhortly 
indeed, it must be a crime for a citizen to have a change of clo- 
thing, if there is one of our brothers who is destitute of a co- 
vering. 

“To declare that France is at war with England, is likewise 
to declare war against the Stadthalder of Holland. The Stadt- 
holder, who is rather the subject than the ally of the Court 
of St James’s, who has been, and still is, a pafsive instrument in 
their hands ; who, in subservience to all their inclinations, has, 
in the course of the Revolution, favoured the Emigrants and 
Prufsians, harrafsed the French, and treated with insolence the 
French Government. I here allude to the circumstance of 
releasing the persons guilty of forging afsignats, arrested in Hol- 
land. The Stadtholder arms, in the mean time, to support 
the war of the Court of London, joins his thips to the Englith 
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fleet, favours our enemies, by putting obstacles in the way of 
our exportation of grain. 

“ After all these considerations, your Committee of General 
Defence has charged me to present to you the plan of the fol- 
lowing decree.” 

The decree is too long for insertion here; but after enu- 
merating, in exaggerated terms, as is usual in mauifestoes of 
this nature, all the transactions that they have construed into 
acts of hostility, they procceed to dectee, 

Article 1. The National Convcntion declares, in the name 
of the French nation, that, considering the multiplied acts 
of hostility and aggrefsion of the above mentioned nations, 
The French nation 1s at war with the king of Engiand, and the 
Stadtwo/der of the United Provinces. 

‘11. The National Convention charges the Provisional Exe- 
cutive Council to call forth such forces as may appear to them 
necefsary for repelling their aggrefsion, and for maintaining the 
independence, the dignity, and the interests of the French Re- 
public. 

‘um. The National Convention authorises the Provisional 
Executive Council to dispose of the naval forces of the Re- 
public in such a manner as the interests of the state may ap- 
pear to them to require ; and it revokes ali particular disposi- 
tions ordered in this respect by preeeding cecrees.’ 

Favre Eglantine moved, that an addrefs to the Englifh people 
might be drawn up, to inform them of the reai motives which 
have brought on the war between the two countries ; and that 
the Convention would decree that all Englifh and Dutch mer- 
chants, and other individuals, who may be tvavelling in France 
on businefs, fhall have every protection, provided they conform 
to the laws of the Republic. Both these propositions were de- 
creed, 

The first act, however, that was pafsed by the Executive 
Council, after this decree, was to seize on all the Britith, 
Dutch, and Rufsian vefsels, that were then in the ports of 
France. 

News of this having reached England on the 4th of February, 
orders were ifsued next day, forbidding all vefsels from clearing 
out from any port in Britain to France, or any places subdjec- 
ted to their government. — 

It might have been expected, that the French would make 
a very vigorous puth at the Leginning to distrefs our commerce 
by fitting out a number of privateers to eruise against us; 
but it has so happened, that hitherto they have met with very 
little succefs ; and that, upon ihe whole, since the commence- 
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ment of these predatory acts of hostility, there have been fully. 
as many privateers, and other vefsels, captured from the French 
by our cruisers, as the French have captured from us; and among 
these last, there has been no vefsel of value. 

The news of the death of the king of France, has been re- 
ceived in all foreign countries, with a sensation of horror. 
From a few places in France, addrefses have been sent to the 
National Convention approving of that deed. But reports 
from the army ofthe Pyrenees, state, that after receiving the 
news of that event, the desertions had become so frequent, that 
they were under great apprehensions of the consequences. 

In the report of the war committee, it was stated, that of the 
500,000 men decreed to be raised for the army, there were 
300,000 wanting. ‘This occasioned many ineffectual proposals 
to be made for raising these men; and some strong decrees 
were made fur inforcing the levies ; but upon more mature con- 
sideration, these decrees were next day rescinded. 

General Custine still continues nearly inactive in Mentz. 
Some slight fkirmifhes have taken place between the Prufsians and 
him, bu: nothing decisive has happened on either side. 

Damourier. with that activity which characterises him, ha- 
ving visited Brufsels on his way to Antwerp, and exacted 
from the Belgians a sum of L.250.000 has already taken 
the field, and entered the United Provinces, directing his 
route towards Breda, Two small forts of no moment 
have been taken. On entering Holland, he publifhed a 
manifesto, inviting the people of Hojland to join him as 
their truest and best friend, and to abandon the Stadtholder, 
who had abused and betrayed them. It is evident they 
have all along reckoned on the afsistance of a powerful par- 
ty in Holland to co operate with them; nor was it without 
reason that they might have expected this; for it is well 
known that there has long existed in the United Provinces, 
a very powerful party, that are inimical to the office of Stadt. 
holder; but by the latest acvices from Holland, this party 
does not seem to be at present disposed to exert their influ- 
ence in favour of the French. The treatment that the Bel- 
gians have suffered under the domirion of France has satis- 
fied them, that it is safest to ke:p such friends at a dis- 
tance; and all parties, it is said, are now eageily preparing 
to oppose their progrefs. The country is already in part 
inundated, with a view to stop the progrefs of the French 
arms. It would not however ne in the least surprising, that, 
considering the impetuosity of the French, and the ardour 
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of their leader; and the necefsary slownefs of the warlike 
motions of a political body, constituted as the United Provin- 
ces are, if the French fhould meet with some succefs at the 
commencement of hostilities. 


Italy. 

A fracas has happened at Rome, which has made a conside- 
rable noise. ‘The French resident in that city, having been 
very active in propagating the new opinions of his nation, re- 
specting liberty and equality, by instituting societies, and fo- 
menting cabals in that city, had given great umbrage to the 
populace; and when he proceeded to take away the Arms of 
the king of France, from the door of his hotel, and erect in 
its stead, the Arms of the Republic, he met with some inter- 
ruption from the mob. This induced him to go to court and 
demand an audience, Cardinal Zelada who received him, ha- 
ving communicated his demand to the Pope, which was ur- 
ged in the most insolent manner, accompanied with a threat, 
that unlefs the people who had presumed to interrupt him, 
were immediately punifhed, a bedy of 50,000 men were 
ready to vindicate his rights But this mefsage having been 
received with more coolnefs than he expected, he retired in 
discontent, and with his suite paraded the streets in his coach, 
having his servants drefsed in the National cockade, and wa- 
ving as if in defiance, the red cap of equality from the win- 
dows. The mob became at last so outrageous, as to pelt him 
with stones, and drive him for protection into his banker’s 
house, whither they pursued and overtook him; and in the vio- 
fence of their phrenzy, put him to death ;—the rest of his party 
fortunately escaped. The people having discovered a disposi- 
tion strongly inimical to the French, and a tendency to 
meet in a tumultuous manner, it was with great diffi. 
culty that the Pope’s guards were able to preserve the peace 
for some days afterwards ; but quiet seems now to be restored 
to that capital. The name of the unfortunate person whose 
iil judged patriotism occasioned this disaster, so fatal to him- 
self, was M. Bafseville. The National Convention, immediately 
on receiving news of that event, declared war against the 
Pope. 

One of the most disastrous circumstances that has yet oc- 
curred to France, since the retreat of the duke of Brunswick, 
respects the squadron in the Mediterranean, under the com- 
manded of M. Truguet, which had rode triumphant in those 
seas during the latter part of last summer. It is certain he 
meditated an attack upon the island of Sardinia; and one ae- 
count says, he had actually made a descent there in the be- 
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ginning of December, but that he had been beat off with the 
lofs of r500 men killed ; that immediately upon the back of 
that defeat, he was overtaken with a violent storm, on the fifth 
of December, in which his whole fleet, consisting of about 
twenty vefsels, was dispersed, many of them sunk, and others 
were seen dismasted in great distrefs ; but this news has never 
yet been confirmed, nor is it tillthe present hour known with 
any degree of certainty what has become of that squadron. 
That they did suffer by a storm onthe fifth of December, 
seems to be admitted on all hands ; and this news is particular- 
ly confirmed by a letter from a fhipmaster now at Leghorn to 
his owners in Leith, who says he pafsed through the middie of 
the fleet on that day, in a storm, and saw many of the vefsels 
in great distrefs, and that three of them went down while he 
was within view of them. What has become of the others is 
not yet known, some of them were said to have come into the 
Bay of Naples, soon after in a very distrefsed condition ; but 
neither has this report been confirmed. It was said in the 
Gazette, that certain aceounts had been received, that the flag 
fhip, with Truguet on board, had sunk ; but since that time, 
there have been reports in the French papers that he had been 
seen elsewhere. In fhort, nothing certain can as yet be ga- 
thered respecting this squadron, but that it did suffer by a 
storm; nor does itseem to have entered into any European 
port, or it must have since been heard of. 
Sweden. 

Some popular commotions, (it is said,) have taken place in 
Sweden, on an attempt being made to pynifh by law, aman ofa 
popular character, whohad publifhed a book containing doctrines 
that were judged to be of a seditious tendency. It is certain 
that ever since the last revolution in Sweden, when the king 
made himself absolute, there has been a strong party lurking 
in the state inimical to the royal family, who will be glad to 
embrace every opportunity that may occur to embrail the go- 
vernment with the peop/e, who will in this case, as usual, only 
become the tools of a party for effecting their own purposes. 


= 
Domestic, 


Britain. 

Sixce the meeting of Parliament, the hands of administrati- 
on have been much strengthened by the general concurrence 
of the nation, with the measures they have proposed to adopt 
with respect to France ; and by the accefsion of many of the 
most powerful members of opposition, Still, however, Meis. 
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Fox, and Sheridan, and Grey, with a few others, in the lower 
house ; and lords Lansdowne, Lauderdale, Stanhope, and Derby, 
in the House of Peers, make a spirited opposition, though few 
in number. Every vote, however. is easily carried in favour 
of administration ; and never were such spirited efforts seen in 
this country without doors, for manning the navy; nor was it 
ever known that half the number of scamen were obtained, 
without imprefsing, 1n the same space of time, in any circum- 
stances of the country. In Scot/and, in particular, the loyalty 
of individuals has been displayed ia a manner altogether un- 
€xampled in the annals of this country. A few months ago, 
many afsociations were formed for the purpose of supporting 
the Constitution, and supprefsing seditious writings, the mem- 
bers of which declared, that they were ready to support go- 
vernment on every proper occasion with their purse and per- 
sons. These were considered as words of course that had no 
meaning. But no sooner had France declared war against 
Britain, than innumerable bodies or men, freeholders, mer- 
chants, magistrates in their corporate or individual capacity, 
stepped forward, offering bounties upon bounties, to seamen 
who choose to enter to his majesty’s service; so that, in some 
places, an able bodied seaman, when all these bounties are col- 
lected together, can obtain little fhort of L. 20 of bounty mo- 
ney.. This high encouragement, joined to the circumstance 
that no privateers are uow hitting out in Britain, and connec- 
ted with the expectation that the war cannot be of long durati- 
on, induces séamen to enter with a rapidity never before 
known in this country; so that all idea of imprefiing seamen 
here is at present totally suspended. Near two handred men 
claimed the bounty money froth the town of Edinburgh, 
during the last week only. During former wars scarce ag 
many used to enter there during the course of the year. The 
seamen faceiiously say, “ This is the best mode of prefsing ;” 
and the report of Brifsot to the National Convention, in 
which he recommends that every man who has two coats, 
fhould give one of them to his neighbour, and that they 
fhould kill all their dogs, and live two days of the week: on 
potatoes and rice, has had. great effect on the minds of our 
seamen, who say, they are determined to fight to the last, ra- 
ther than be taken prisoners ; because they are certain they 
fhould be immediately stripped to affurd clothes to the naked 
Frenchmen ; and fed upon boiled frogs alone, or be starved 
for waut of food, 
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Exarata. 

P. 76 1. § from bottom, for intim read mum; p. 98 delete the whcle last 
sentence inthe text; p. gg under che word analysis, for 34 read 3145 
p. 124 1. 2 for or read on 5 p. 194 1. 3 for before read of; » 199 |. 16 
for corruption read conception ; p. 205 1. 1 for Stadtholdman reac Stadthol- 
derian ; ib. 1. 18 for walks read works 3 p. 322 delete the pafsage begin- 
nirg with the word and !. 13 and ending with the word chapel |. 16. 


*  * Two or three small pafcages of lefs importance than usual, have been accis 

dentally permitted to slip into this Vilume to fill up a corner, unobserved, 
for which the Editor bopes bis good natured readers will pardon bim, as they 
are but foort. 
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